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Dgital transformations and  digital
multilocality

Digitalization influences our everyday life. The permanent possibility to find
information on demand has reached new dimensions. The rise of the Internet and
digital information and communication tech(snhagiphonespps,social

media, etc.) bringwmbenefitand challenges for economic development. Until
today, digitalization remains a 6ébl ac
research on its impact on humanity, economy or the environment. In Switzerland,

a new sensibilaypd interestbouthe effects of the digitalization on structural

and spatial change is emengisgjence and praxis

For examplie tourism industry (espueism) and the manufacturing sector

(eg. Industry 4.0) observe increasing benefits from new digital technologies. The
importance of online platformsyysl onrsmartphones is growing and are

miaﬂg . frequently used by domestic and foreign Digitat&zatioprovids higher

connectivity and nfiopi (e.g. eworking,digital multilocglity herefore,

multilocal work arrangements between Swiss urban centers and mountainous
peripheries became increasingly popular and create novel formasabf urban
linkages.This research area focuses onsdide-economic impact of
digitalization in urban, rural and m@uwetsn Switzerland.

SupervisoReto Burgin

Contacteto.buergin(at)giub.unibe.ch
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Topics in this area - Welche Rolle spielen die Social Media (z.B. Facebook, Twitter,
InstagranilripAdvispund/oder Social Influesceder Vermarktung
Digitalisierung u@ddlicher/peripheRaum: vonz.B.Tourismusdestinatiorregionen?

- Wie werden stadtische léndlibe Regionen sowie die Berggebiete
digitalerschlossennd welche sozikonomischen Veranderungen A Glance Into The Literature

gehen damit einber AsHJ, KITCHINR, LESZCZYNSK (eds) (2019) Digital Geographies. Sage, Los
- WelcheAuswirkungen hat die Digitalisieauhgtadtische und Angeles, LondorgvWDehli
landliche Regionewzlche Unterschiede entstehen dabei und waBOSWORTKS, VENHORSY (2017) Economic linkagesveen urban and rural
sind die Grunde dafir? regonwhat 6s in it foé2 the rural? Reg

- Inwiefern wirkt sidr digitale WandeF UrbaRuralinkages aus? GRABHER5 (2018) Marginality as strategy: Leveraging peripherality for creativity.
Wie kénnen wir landlichen Okonomien im digitalen Zeitalter verstehefzhv and Plann A 50:8:178%. doi0.1177/0308518X18784021

MALECKEJ(2003) Digital dem@inent in rural areas: Potentials and pitfalls. J
Rural Stud 19:2@14. doi: 10.1016/S6@487(02)000&3

- Wie wirkt siclie Ntzung voWarginalitat auf multilokale ArbeitsweisenPHILIPLI, TOWNSEND, ROBERTE, BEELD (2015)The Rural Digital Economy.

Digitale Multilokalitat:

aus und welche Rolle kommt den digitalen Teclabkigien Scottish Geogr J 131i143. doi: 10.1080/14702541.2015.1083732
- Wie wirkt sich digitale Multilokalitat auRUrabhninkages aus? Was SALEMINK, STRIJKERD, BOSWORTIG (2017Rural development in the digital

sind mdgliche Potenziale und Herausforderungen? age: A systematic literature review on unequal ICT availability, adoption, and
- Welche Orte werdeannwieund warurnum Arbeitegenutzt? Wie use in rural areas. J Rural Stud B37360 doi:

werden periphere Raume irdidieale Multilokalitéttegrierbzw. 10.1016/j.jrurstud.2015.09.001

aussen weggelas8en TOWNSENL., SATHIASEELAR, FAIRHURSTG, WALLACEC (2013) Enhanced

broadband access as a solution to the social and economic problems of the
rural digital divide. Local Econ 2BEB@oi: 10.1177/0269094213496974
- Warum setzen Unternehmen (z.B. Uhrenindustrie) vermehrt auZabeM(2007The Geographies of the Inté&nett Rev Inf Sci Texil#0:53
Vermarktung ihrelo@ukte in Social Media und welche raumlichen 78. doi: 10.1002/aris.1440400109
VeranderungennUnternehmensstrategien gehen damit einher? (z.B.
Cyberspace vs. physischer Raum)

Digitalisierunond Social Media
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Social Innovation and postgrowth economy

The assumption that the economy is and should be growing is increasingly
guestioned. Scholars have started to examisaltbd posjrowth economy

and they are questioning our dependence on growth. Yet, many industries are still
very dependent on dghownd we do not know much about how they can
transition to a pgsbwth future. Several movements and concepts may help us
understand how society can become less growth dependent (e.g. Slow Cities,
transition town network, voluntary simplicitycgufficieng economy, social
innovations, etc.).

We explore the concept of social innovation and its relationgrowhk post
economy in the context of the Swiss Alps. Wetbgaotinism, health care
and construction industries and welcome #ttelesting in doing work on
this topic.

The research is undertaking witlf8ihNHpe o j ect fASoci al Il nnova
Mountain Regions: Shifting Away from Growth Bejpetigefiourism,
Construction and Healthcare I ndustries

SupervisoHeike Mger, Andred/inigerPascal Tschumi

Contact:
mayer(at)giub.unibe.ch
andreaviniggiat)giub.unibe.ch
pascal.tschumi(at)giub.unibe.ch
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Topics in this area KAUFFELMONZ, M., KREIBICH, M. & HUBER, Mad24l8.

Innovationen in der Searad Gesundheitssahtaft. In Becher, B. &
Analyse daWachstumstreibeiBranchen wie Tourismus, Bauwesen Hastedt, I., eds. Innovative Unternehmen demozial

und Gesundheitswesen Gesundheitswirtschafiesbaden: Springer VS, Wiesbade25209
Die Rolle der sozialen Innovation in decRssim&konomie 10.1007/97865819504_9.

(Sozia)innovative Losungen fur landliche Herausfordgmurden  NEUMEIER, S. 2012. Why do Social Innovations in Rural Development Matter
mangelnde Gesundheitsversorgung oder alter werdende Bevolkerungind &ould They be Considered More Seriously in Rural Development
Unernehmensstrategien in den@dsstumé&konomie Research-Proposal for a Strqnger Fqcus on Social Innqvations in Rural
Development Reseaficiologia Ruralis, 5269810.1111/j.1467

Wettbewerb und Postwachsithkoeomie: Welche Rolle spielt 9523 201100553 x.

Wettbewerb?
Unternehmen, die nicht wachsdchésladesin der Schweiz?
Wachstumsabhangigkeit auf -Miknel Makroebene: Welche

Wirtschaftsakteusind vom Wachstum abhangig und wie?
SCHMELZER, M. & VETTER, A.xgrewth/Postwachstum zur Einfihrung.

Wachstumsunabhangige Regionalentwicklung ) _ AL
: . . . ...Hamburg: Junius Available at: https://www.swissbib.ch/Record/566459523
Bewegungen wie Slow Cities, Slow Food, Transition Towns, fre“"””'ﬁ&ccessed 3, 2019]

SuffizienzSelbstversorgung usw.
KoKreation im Tourismus und Gesundheitswesen und AuswirkuH—gSe%HUMl’ P., WINIG__ER,’ A",WIRTH' S"_MAYER’ H_" & SEID,L' 1. 2020.
) ) ) Wachstumsunabhangigkeit durch Soziale Innovationen? Eine Analyse
auf die Enhweizer Bergregionen potenzieller Wachstumswirkungen von Sozialen Innovationen im Schweizer
Vor und Nachteile der Sharing Economy Berggebiet. In B. Lange, M. Hiilz, BdS&hin Schykxs.
Postwachstumsgeographien. Raumbeziige diverser und alternativer

Okonomiemielefeldranscript Verlatl 7137

POSSE, D. 2015. Zukunftsfahigeéhmteen in einer
Postwachstumsgesellschaft. Heidelberg: Vereinigung fiir Okologische
Okonomie, 135 pp.

A Glance Into The Literature

VOORBERG, W.H., BEKKERS, V.J.J.M. & TUMMERS A_Sysgfhatic
Review of Goreation and ©@wodudbn: Embarking the social

AYOB, N., TEASDALE, S. & FAGAN, K. 28.& dowa | i nnovat.i iﬂn%vat[%rﬂ@um&lblitc Hlanagement Review, 17 18533

Beo: Tracing the evolution of a c¢8{pofs7id®F 2fiLRFBEEPt - Journal of Soci
45, 636653, 10.1017/S004727941600009X.

BOCK, B.B. 2016. Rural Marginalgsalitime Role of Social Innovation; A
Turn Towards Nexogenous Development and Rural Reconnection.
Sociologia Ruralis, 56j 582, 10.1111/soru.12119.

a
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Transformative enterprises in the periphery

Small andediurrsizedenterprises (SMEare often overlooked as drivers of
transformative change, and even more so if they are located in peripheries.
Transformative SMisit act as soatoological pioneers striving for changes
towards sustainability can, however, play a key role gnaiagidimgjlenges

such as climate change, aging societiesigration.

This research project explores transformative SMEs inptioeessiod

sectofi an important pillar of peripheral ecoiiontiese grand challenges

manifest as pest infesteti lack of skilled workforce, pressures to digitize
production or slumps in demand because of economic crises. It investigates the
practices and strategies of transformativimn §#E3santon of Bern (CH) and

the Vorarlberg region (Ald@)asksr whatvaysthey could contribute to new
industrial path development in peripheries. Hence the question about the role of
transformative SMEs in regional economic devislafsoerddressed.

SupervisoMiriam Hug

Contact: miriam.hug(at)giub.unibe.ch
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Topics in this area

Alternative  Wirtschaftspraktikend  nachhaltigkeitsorientierte
Unternehmen in Periph€Ratstudien)

Alternative WirtschaftspraktikearipheriemddererPotenzialzur
Forderungeuer (zukunftsweisender) Wirtschaftszweige.

Treiber und Inhibitoren transformativer Prakiikieluglpolitisch,
institutionell, kulturell)

Unternehmerdie sich filieine soziabkologische Transformation
einsetzen (Uberschneidung mit dem Rndfekiaden Innovatin
und Postwachstum

Analyse d&egionalentwicklungsphlitgichtlich der Rolle von KMU

A Glance Into The Literature

BOCK, B. 2016. Emptiness and space. On population decline and quality of life
in the north of the Netherldindig.

GEBAUERJ. & 8BEBIEL]. 2015. Wie wichtigNlachstum flr KMBEin,

68 pp.

GRABHERG. 2018. Marginality as strategy: Leveraging peripherality for
creativity. Environment and Planning A, 6079485
10.1177/0308518X18784021.

JACKSON, T. 2017. Prosperity without growth: foundatimusfonyhef
tomorrow. Second Edi. London and New York: Routledge, 310 pp.

KUHN, M. 2015. Peripheralization: Theoretical Concepts Explaining Socio

Untersuchung der Dimensionen der territorialen Disparitaten und der

Periphesierung in der Schweiz
Politikanalysen Hinblick auf einen sleziaund wirtschaftlichen
Ubergan@ransformatio

Spatial Inequalities. European Planning Studies323, 367
10.1080/09654313.2013.862518.

NORTHP. 2016. The business of the Anthropocene? Substantivist and diverse
economies perspectives on SME engagement in local low carbon
transition®rogress in Human Geography, 485437
10.1177/0309132515585049.

POSSED 2015Zukunftsfahige Unternehmen in einer
Postwachstumsgesellsckaiteinigung fiir Okologische Okonomie e.V.
Schneidewind, U., Palzkill, A. & Scheck, H. 2012. Der Beitrag von Unternehmen

zur gro3en Transformation. In Hahn, R., Janzen, H. & &tltten, D.,
Die gesellschaftliche Verantwortung des Unternehmeiisdélintergr
Schwerpunkte und ZukunftsperspeRtivitgart: Schaffeweschel,
497528.

VIAZZO, P.P. & ZANINI,R.C.Q0l4 ki ng advantage of en

géographie alpinél0, 10.400/rga.2478.
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Innovation in peripheral regions

Innovation processes are often conceptualized with an urban bias and are
therefore theorized solely considering the perspective of the urban environment
(e.g.close factface contacts, dense urban milieus, fast interactions between

a multitude and diverse actors, etc.). As a result, innovation theories do not
sufficiently consider the context of the periphery and how this ewatext

different typesp#ripheriésmay foster or hinder the development of innovative
products, technologies and services. Economic geographers started to
conceptualize innovation processes in peripheral locations as “slow innovation®
(Shearmur, 2015, 2017; Shearmur & XQoRYEG), but they have neither
developed clear typologies nor differentiations between different forms of
innovation (social, technological, product, process, etc.).

We are currently engaged in a research project that examines these innovation
processei® peripheral regions in the European Alps (Italy: Valle Maira, Valle Po;
Austria: Osttirol; Switzerland: Haslital/Meiringen, Goms). The research is funded
by the Regional Studies Association.

We are also interested in innovative practices to maiataiitytland livability

of peripheral regions. Some mountain communities have started to pay money to
new residents to entice to move there (e.g. Albinen, Quinten, Grossdietwil, etc.).
It would be interesting to examine such practices to se&.if they wor

SupervisoHeike Mayer

Contact: mayer(at)giub.unibe.ch
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Topics in this area A Glance Into The Literature
- Innovationsdynaermiin unterschiedlichen Industridan Schweizer

Bergregiond@oms, Hasliberg, etc.) _
. ) Review, 016001761876427, 10.1177/0160017618764279.
- Innovation in schrumpfenden Regionen L _ _
. o _ . . EDER, J. & TRIPPL, M. 2019. Innovation in the periphery: Compensation and
- Innovation in stadtischen Rdoielgn (z.B. benachteiligte Stadtteile, L , R
Enki ) exploitation strategies. Growth and Cliaigd,011111/grow.12328.
nklaven usw.
_ o GRABHER, G. 2018. Marginality as strategy: tepergguerality for
- Die Rolle detLeere» oder auch «Marginalitdbmanation und . . . .
Kreativitat creativity. Environment and Planning A, 0o, 1
Drea :ZI a ¢ deBldw| fion" und seine Bedeut i di 10.1177/0308518X18784021.
- Das ronzep winnovation™ Und seine Bedeuting TUr A€y 1111 R. & SHEARMUR, R. 2019. Diverse dv@psitiésnovation in small

Schweizer Randregionen
K _t_W hlz Disk ,gld “Peripherie” im Schweizer Kontext towns and rural areas. Growth and Change, 5814,492
- ritische Diskussion der "Peripherie” im Schweizer Kontex 10.1111/grow.12291.

- Das Kon regionalen Inn ion ms un ine An . . .
as Konzept des regionale ovationssystems und seine We@HE%RMUR, 2017. Urban Bias in Innovation Studies. In Shearmur, R., Bathelt,

i iph landlichen R : .
;nperrllp e_:_en(,j.?n 'chen t.aur.nl i - ~ H., Cohendet, P., Henn, S. & Simon, L., eds. The Elgar Companion to
) wischen fradition vation. fnnovationsprozesse von Firmen in Innovation and Knoweldge Creation: ADiddigtinary Approach.

pe.zrlpheren Raumen _ _ _Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elga#3gl0
- Die Innovationsquellen von Unternehmen im landlichen Raum im

Vergleich

- Wissensquellen von Unternehmen im landlichen Raum: regionale vs.
ausserregionale Quellen (sowohl qualitativ, als ratitativguaB.
durch Netzwerkanalyse untersuchbar)

- Forschungseinrichtungen als Innovationsquellen fir Unternehmen im
landlichen Raum. Welche Bedeutung hafismusiterschiedliche
Industrien (z.B. Tourismus)?

EDER, J. 2018. Innovation in the Periphery. InternationaSdRemgienal

- What strategies do peripheral regions gsenpiete with ron
peripheral regions in developing and generating innovation? (z.B. how
do Ticino/Bern/Basel make up for not having institutions like
ETH/EPFL?)
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Changing age structure and social capital as
regional determinants of entrepreneurship

Social capital and changing age structure are two regional determinants of
entrepreneurship. These factors may shape geographical variations in
entrepreneurial activities. They may also play different roles for entrepreneurship
depending on the regional cofitestcieties in the most developed economies

are getting older, the concept of silver economy receives increasing attention. This
term dscribes products and services developed and offered to meet the needs
of older cohorts of the populations. These cohorts typically are not only large in
numbers, but also managed to accumulate significant financial resources during
their live course, whabk place during the period eivaostconomic boom.

Senior individuals are important not just as consumers. Those willing or in need
to continue professional activity after reaching the retirement age might be
successful as entrepreneurs.

The litetare on entrepreneurship indicates that the relationship between age and
propensity to become an entrepreneur follows in general ashaperse U
pattern with the peak of probability being typically located around age of 40
(Parker 2018). Recently, Backand Karlsson (2018) show that older
individuals are increasingly becoming entrepreneurs around the retirement age
and the probability of becomingnselbyed peaks at much older age in the

most rural municipalities in Sweden. This pattern mightsasiiynbe

restricted to Sweden. As emphasized by Mayer and Leick (2018), the
opportunities and challenges associated with old age entrepreneurship depend
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on the regional context. Furthemsoemphasized by Mayer (2a2@) and - What is the role of geographical context for male and female senior
urban economies migly on different types of advantages. entrepreneurs?
- Can social ties be particularly helpful for senior entrepreneurs with lower

. , , , . , I level of education or more limited financial resources?
Social capital might constitute an important part of regional context facilitating old

age entrepreneurship in rural economies. As emphasized by Parker (2018) the

important feature of social capital is that playica substitutional role, i.e. A Glance Intdhe Literature

compensate for other missing resources. This is because it facilitates the

interaction between people and therefore shrinks the social distances b&#yeKMANM., RRLSSONC. (2018), Entrepreneurship and Age Across Time

L . . : and Space. Tijds. voor econ. en soc. geog, 1€EB5.371
individuals with relevant knowledge and resources. Follagingethis a d0i:10.1111/tesg.12293

Eriksson and Rataj (2019) have recently shown that this mechanism gaSSONR.,RATAIM. (2019): The geography ofugimin Sweden. The
compensation for other missing resources in the case of rural economy. An dpéhof humarapital, social capital and agglomeration, Entrepreneurship &

guestion worth of further investigation remains: How different is the role om iznagz[ég\éi-losli?virl]:{n?)(\?;:tié?{ianSE%/r(z)Eap?gst(aGr.ii?ngEI)?GeS;ggs' Innovation

capital fodifferent age groups. beyond Acceleration in: Déringer, S.; Eder, J. (edsélaRthliie der
Regionalentwicklung. Welche Perspektiven bietet Entrepreneurship fir

SupervisoHeike MayeWjarcin Rataj landliche Raume? ISR Forschungsbericht. Béed.5iorthcoming)

MAYERH, LEICKB. ( 2019) , AEnNntrepreneurship
economic geography perspéctive Hand b o o k of Rese
Contactmayer(at)giub.unibe.ch Entrepreneurship and Aging,
marcin.rai@t)giub.unibe.ch gtgposalcl)\évww.lelqaronIine.com/abstract/edcolI/9781788116206/978178811620
. Xm
PARKERS. C. (2018) Tdeconomics of entrepreneurship (Cambridge University
Topics in this area Press)
o _ WESTLUND,H, BOLTON,R (2003) , fiLocal Soci a
- Are older individuals better equipped to serve and understand the negé$, t e preneurshipo Smal3l Business Ec
of older customers? WESTLUND, HARSSON. P, OLSSOM R ( 2 0 1 4 Jups and Sdcad r t
- Are men and womaging differently in terms of entrepreneurial Ent r epr eneur i al Soci al Capital in
activities and ambitions? Studies 48(6) 9994

- What are the differences between migrant and the local population in
term of senior age entrepreneurship?

- Do social ties play different role for senior entrepreneurs in different
regonal settings?
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https://www.elgaronline.com/abstract/edcoll/9781788116206/9781788116206.00009.xml
https://www.elgaronline.com/abstract/edcoll/9781788116206/9781788116206.00009.xml
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Entrepreneurship and
Entrepreneurial Ecosystems

Entrepreneurial processes and entrepreneurial forms are important topics in
economic geography. We examine entrepreneurial dynamics from a spatial
perspective and focus, among other topicsolenathentrepreneurship in the
development of emerging industries but also in the development of regions
outside the traditional core (e.g. peripheral or rural regions, mountain regions). We
pay particular attention to entrepreneurial genealogiesim®t ffeths of
entrepreneurs. Here we utilize concepts and theories from evolutionary economic

geography.

SupervisoHeike MaygMarcin Rataj

Contact: heike.mayer(at)giub.unibe.ch

12



