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Lecturers: 

Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer, Institute of Geography, University of Bern 

Dr. Kellie Gonçalves, Center for Multilingualism in Society across the Lifespan, Faculty of 

Humanities, University of Oslo, Norway 

Overview:  

This seminar took place in the Spring Semester 2017 at the University of Bern. BA and MA students were 

introduced to current discourses connected to the political and economic geography in the Trump era. The 

discussions involved a critical discourse and critical geography analyses in order to better understand 

contemporary underlying trends and reasons for this republican ‘victory’. Leading experts from the U.S. took part 

via Skype during class. Students gained insight into different methodological approaches and useful hands-on 

experience with fieldwork. As part of the assessment, students created posters about selected topics in order to 

discuss these at a final student conference. This booklet documents the students` work and compiles the posters 

they prepared. In addition we document the schedule of the class and the students conference. 

Posters:  

1. Michigan – Donald Trump’s Success: A Surprise or logical consequence?   Julius Wiebecke 

2. American Populism: Five Moments  Terrence Classen 

3. Language is Power.    Laavanya Amirthalingam 

4. Donald Trump in the Bible Belt   Marlies Schneider 

5. Dakota Acccess Pipeline  Flavia Polli 

6. “Make America great (again)?”  Ramona Schürch 

7. Farmers Backed Trump, But now fear losing field workers   Linus Fässler 

8. Economics and Climate Change in the Trump Era   Kyana Lawrence 

9. Trump and Clinton tweeting about climate change   Caroline Brönnimann 

10. Political activism in a Trump era  Mirjam Bühler 

11. Trumps sexist statements – a transformation in habitus  Samuel Winkler 

12. “Not my president!” – Resistance to Trump   Lena Joos 

13. Campaigning in the 2008 and 2016 US presidential elections  Nuria Alva¨ 

14. Is Trump anti-Semitic or supporter of the Jewish community? –  David Streiff 

15. Who’s Responsibility? The public discussion of the addiction crisis in the United States  Sonja Bürgi 

16. Reactions of the American democracy against Trump’s climate change policy  Adeline Chardonnens 

17. Donald Trump in the mirror of art  Nina Hänni 

18. What is Trump’s approach on Syria?  Manuel Henzi 

19. “A major, major conflict with North Korea”  Silvan Steiger 

20. Street Art and Donald Trump   Samuel Wirth 

 



 

 

Schedule of Seminar 

Date Topic Experts from the U.S. 

April 24 
Introduction: What happened on November 8, 2016? Discussion of the presidential 
election results in the United States 

Prof. Robert Lang, Executive Director, The Lincy Institute, 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

May 1 

Race, class, language and gender in the United States 

 Latinos: How did they vote? 

 The middle class: The great unwinding? 

 Why did so many women vote for Trump? 

 How is race, class and gender being linguistically constructed and represented in 
the media? 

Prof. Jessi Grieser, Department of English, University of 
Tennessee 

May 8 

Geographic inequalities and economic realities 

 The rural-urban divide: San Francisco vs. Fargo 

 Economic realities in the Rustbelt and Sunbelt: Silicon Valley vs. Detroit 

Dave Chen, Equilibrium, Portland, Oregon  
 
 

May 15 

Changing political, societal, linguistic and cultural contexts 

 Republicans vs. Democrats: How have these parties changed over time? 

 What linguistic strategies are used by party members and prominent political 
figures 

 Underlying societal trends: Populism and post-truth politics 

Jennifer Goncalves, Deputy Director of Logistics at Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU), Washington D.C. 
 
 

May 19 & 
May 20 

Student conference 
Friday, May 19 and Saturday, 20: 9 am to 5 pm each day 
Detailed program to follow 

Prof. Jesse Richardson, West Virginia University 
Prof. Shonna Trinch, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
CUNY 

May 22 

Implications for sectoral policies 

 International trade 

 Climate change 

 Migration 

Dr. Christoph Schemionek, German Chamber of Commerce, 
Washington D.C. & Adjunct Professor, George Washington 
University 
 

May 29 

Going forward 

 Restistance and organizing in the U.S.: Michael Moore and beyond 

 Lessons learned (for Europe, Switzerland, etc.) 
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