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Overview:

This seminar took place in the Spring Semester 2017 at the University of Bern. BA and MA students were

introduced to current discourses connected to the political and economic geography in the Trump era. The

discussions involved a critical discourse and critical geography analyses in order to better understand

contemporary underlying trends and reasons for this republican ‘victory’. Leading experts from the U.S. took part

via Skype during class. Students gained insight into different methodological approaches and useful hands-on

experience with fieldwork. As part of the assessment, students created posters about selected topics in order to

discuss these at a final student conference. This booklet documents the students™ work and compiles the posters

they prepared. In addition we document the schedule of the class and the students conference.

Posters:
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Michigan — Donald Trump’s Success: A Surprise or logical consequence?

American Populism: Five Moments

Language is Power.

Donald Trump in the Bible Belt

Dakota Acccess Pipeline

“Make America great (again)?”

Farmers Backed Trump, But now fear losing field workers
Economics and Climate Change in the Trump Era

Trump and Clinton tweeting about climate change

. Political activism in a Trump era

. Trumps sexist statements — a transformation in habitus

Julius Wiebecke

Terrence Classen

Laavanya Amirthalingam

Marlies Schneider
Flavia Polli

Ramona Schiirch
Linus Fassler

Kyana Lawrence
Caroline Brénnimann
Mirjam Bihler

Samuel Winkler

. Reactions of the American democracy against Trump’s climate change policy

. What is Trump’s approach on Syria?
. “A major, major conflict with North Korea”

. Street Art and Donald Trump

. “Not my president!” — Resistance to Trump Lena Joos
. Campaigning in the 2008 and 2016 US presidential elections Nuria Alva™
. Is Trump anti-Semitic or supporter of the Jewish community? — David Streiff
. Who’s Responsibility? The public discussion of the addiction crisis in the United States Sonja Birgi

Adeline Chardonnens

. Donald Trump in the mirror of art Nina Hanni

Manuel Henzi
Silvan Steiger

Samuel Wirth



Schedule of Seminar

Date Topic Experts from the U.S.
April 24 Introduction: What happened on November 8, 2016? Discussion of the presidential Prof. Robert Lang, Executive Director, The Lincy Institute,
election results in the United States University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Race, class, language and gender in the United States
e Latinos: How did they vote?
May 1 e The middle class: The great unwinding? Prof. Jessi Grieser, Department of English, University of
e  Why did so many women vote for Trump? Tennessee
e How israce, class and gender being linguistically constructed and represented in
the media?
Geographic inequalities and economic realities Dave Chen, Equilibrium, Portland, Oregon
May 8 e  The rural-urban divide: San Francisco vs. Fargo
e Economic realities in the Rustbelt and Sunbelt: Silicon Valley vs. Detroit
Changing polltlc.al, societal, linguistic and cultural contexts_ . Jennifer Goncalves, Deputy Director of Logistics at Service
e Republicans vs. Democrats: How have these parties changed over time? . . .
L . . . Employees International Union (SEIU), Washington D.C.
May 15 e  What linguistic strategies are used by party members and prominent political
figures
e Underlying societal trends: Populism and post-truth politics
May 19 & Student conference Prof. Jesse Richardson, West Virginia University
Friday, May 19 and Saturday, 20: 9 am to 5 pm each day Prof. Shonna Trinch, John Jay College of Criminal Justice,
May 20 .
Detailed program to follow CUNY
Implications for sectoral policies Dr. Christoph Schemionek, German Chamber of Commerce,
May 22 e International trade Washington D.C. & Adjunct Professor, George Washington
e C(Climate change University
e  Migration
Going forward
May 29 e Restistance and organizing in the U.S.: Michael Moore and beyond
e Lessons learned (for Europe, Switzerland, etc.)
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Student conference Seminar held by

Faculty and students engaged in this seminar invite the Heike Mayer, Unit Economic Geography, Institute of
public to attend the open student conference. The seminar Geography, University of Bern

introduces BA and MA students to current discourse(s) Kellie Gongalves, Center for Multilingualism in Society
connected to the political and economic geography of the across the Lifespan, University of Oslo

US in the Trump era.

We utilize a critical discourse and critical geography

analysis in order to understand contemporary underlying Where & when

trends and reasons for Trump's election. Leading exports Friday, May 19 Room F123, Uni Tobler, 9-5 pm

from the US partake via skype conversations during the Saturday, May 20t Room A126, UniS, 9-4 pm

conference.

Friday May 19t Saturday May 20t
Room F123, Uni Tobler Room A126, UniS
09:00 Welcome, coffee & poster session 09:00 Coffee & poster session
09:45 "America First” - True? 10:00 Trump and the role of religion
Laavanya Amirthalingam, Ramona Schiirch Marlies Schneider, Sonja Birgi
10:15 Trump, Clinton & Globalization 10:30 How Trump tackles climate change?
Lena Joos, Adeline Chardonnens, Nuria Alva Marc Steinemann, Kyana Lawrence, Caroline Brénnimann
10:45 Hillary Clinton - Did she make him president? 10:30 Trump and Putin/Russia
Manuel Henzi, Julius Wiebecke David Streiff, Samuel Winkler
11:30 Skype session with invited speaker & ensuing discussion: 11:00 Trump, ties and suits
Prof. Dr. Jessie Richardson (College of Law, West Virginia University) Silvan Steiger, Samuel Wirth, Linus Fassler
12:15 LUNCH (on your own) 11:30 Video or media interview (latest topic)
Dr. Kellie Gongalves (Center for Multilingualism in Society across the
13:45 Populism Lifespan, Faculty of Humanities, University of Oslo)

Flavia Polli, Terry Classen
12:00 LUNCH (on your own)

14:15 Countermovements (artists, political groups, etc.)

Mirjam Biihler, Nina Hanni 13:30 Skype session with invited speaker & ensuing discussion
14:45 Skype session with invited speaker: TBA 14:15 Skype session with invited speaker & ensuing discussion
15:15 Skype session with invited speaker: TBA 14:30 Plenary discussion

15:45 Plenary discussion with class 15:00 Wrapping up & good-bye
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MICHIGAN — DONALD TRUMP'S SUCCESS: i
A SURPRISE OR LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE?

Demographics

b
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Infroduction

The state of Michigan is one of the twelve so called swing states. In these states
federal offices are regularly alternating between Republicans and Democrats. The
presidential elections in Michigan however, have been won by the Democratic
candidate since 1992 even if they didn't get elected by the entire nation. The prior|
president Barack Obama, won the state of Michigan in both his elections by at
least 7% compared to his contenders. This poster will try to elaborate on Donald
Trump's surprisingly or nof win in @ democratic safe haven.

Michigan Racial
Breakdown of Population

Distribufion ’g Michigan's population: 3% 5%

® White u Black
® Asian Otherrace
Economy Gross State Product Michigan
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% Religious dffiliation in
Government Michigan
Finance and insurance 17% 3
Manufacturing 1%
Health care ¢ 79%
Retail rade Share of the GDP

Retail estate The population of Michigan is estimated
Other at around 9.9 milion people. This means it
Michigan’s economy is according to various analysis and statistics is stil making up is the 10" biggest state by population.
ground in terms of output and employment from the crisis in 2008. By splitting the The state has stagnated at this number
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 487.2 Bilion dollars (13" in the US) into different and addifionally a lot of counties are
categories as shown above it is clear that Michigan is strongly relying on its durable affected by a decrease of inhabitants.
manufacturing goods. This comelates to the fact that the automobile industry is The highest density of people is around
located in Detroit. Michigan has the lead nation wide in producing transportation the city of Defroit. The distribution
equipment, production of machinery and fabricated metal products. Retail estate indicates clearly that there is more
comes in second followed by the government. The state is also a big agricultural people living in the south than north. The |
supplier for the US. Michigan's total livestock production ranks second among all of majority of the state population is made A
the states. Furthemore, there can be found a wide range of crops. In the northem up of white and Christian people. These
part of the state mining is the most important sector. These mine products include compositions are  generaly more
natural gas, iron ore and petroleum. atfracted to Trump than other groups.
Education, science and hedlth services are the biggest employment sector of
Michigan. Followed by manufacturing which has comparing with other states a
relatively high employment rate. The cument unemployment rate for Michigan -
once the nations worst - is at 5.1%. Since 2009 it has fallen -9.7%. It is still above the

Christianity Islam
Unaffiliated = Other

22%

sz,
Under 18 ®18-64 m 45+

Political movement before the presidential
election in Michigan

American average (4.7%) and ranked 43 out of the 50 states. Largest employer in
the state is the the University of Michigan.

~

First signs of a republican shift were already seen during Obama'’s
first administration 2011, when the Republicans won seats and the
majority in Executive Offices, State Legislature and the House of
Representatives.

In 2015 Trump had a solid win in the Republican primary in

Michigan by over 10% to his contenders. At the same time Clinton
was clearly defeated by Sanders in Michigan. She was favored in
the bigger cities but had problems in the rural regions.

During the general election rallies (June — November 2016) Trump
visited Michigan on six different occasions speaking to his
supporters, putting a special focus on the state and making
Michigan one of his most visited states. This was all part of the
strategy of Trump's team: if he wanted to get elected he had to
win the rustbelt states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.
o] During the same period Clinfon made only three visits to the state.

; Demographics
-a 3

>
Y Political
movement

’ Economy:

Conclusion

+  The demographics show a typical population supporting Trump: 80% whites and Christians live in Michigan, making it a good breeding ground for Trump. Trump
won almost all counties that are not densely populated and furthemmore he had success in smaller cities spread across the state. Not winning the most
populated county of Wayne (Detroit) did not matter since the many smaller counties he won compensated.

+  Michigan's GDP depends strongly on manufacturing. If the manufacturing sector is not working well then the state is not performing well. This effect was best
seen in the crisis of the car industry. Although Trump promised to bring back manufacturing work places especially the carindusiry which has outsourced many
production processes, he did not get the support either of the big companies nor of the people living and working in the biggest automotive industry counties
(e.g. Wayne county). Nevertheless, he did have the support of the rest of the manufacturing sector and many other sectors. He won all the counties having big
mining sifes and wide open spaces of aggregated land. Hillary Clinton did very poorly in the countryside also in comparison to Obama in 2012. Additionally, a
lot of potential votes were not even casted for her due to her unpopularity and many people refused to vote for her. She did not manage to get her voice
heard and she did not go outside of bigger cities for rallies during her campaign.

«  First signs of a Republican shift in the Michigan state offices were already seen in the 2011 election. Due to the primaries, Clinton should have recognized at the
latest after loosing the democratic primary against B. Sanders that she was not very popular amongst Demaocrats in this state and that it could become a close
race between the two presidential candidates. On the other hand, Trump showed more presence in Michigan than Clinfon during the general election rallies.
Many citizens thought that he might care more about the people and the state. This also reduced the distance between the presidential candidate and the
population which is so crucial to win the election. This is & argument which was often brought up against Clinton not only from her opponents.

L 2 hlips://bea.gov/regional/bearlacis/pdl.cimelips=26000&arealype=STATE&geolype=3
L”erOTUre if www.nytimes.com/elections/results/michigan
. hitp://michiganeconomy.chicagofedblogs.org/2cat=15 ww.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670.7-127-1633_8722-103241--,00.html
hitps:/ fwww.be edu/content/dam/filesfresearch sites/agingandwork/pdf/publications/states, b ns.umich edu/new/releases/24362-michigan-s-economy-expected-to-grow-amid-
Michigan.pdf political-uncertainty
hitps:/fwww.bls.gov/web/laus/laumstrk htm
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Language is Power P
A Rhetorical Analysis of President Donald J. Trump's Inaugural Address

nali s,
span, Uniersiny of Osla - Kellie Cang

Introduction
“Language exerts hidden power, like the moon on the tides”, as Rita Mae Brown’s quote
depicts, there must be a hidden message, a hidden power behind president Donald Trump’s
Inaugural Speech. Have you ever thought when you first saw and heard him speaking, that
this man, speaking some odd language, with simple but clear sentences, would actually make
it? I thought so too. Well, surprise surprise.

Now, the question arises: how did he gain the trust from the American nation?
IHence, | made a rhetorical analysis of his famous Inaugural Address and want to
find out how wisely and clever he uses the English language. Additionally, you will
see three main rhetorical devices he uses, which are mainly repetitions.

Rhetorical Analysis

Pathos Ethos Logos
emotional arguments/emotion cthical arguments/character logical arguments/reason
He tells stories, by doing this he appeals ro He uscs metaphors to refer to the reality as the “I'rump is confident that he will do a great
people’s emotions and evokes fear, hope and following quotes demonstrates: "But for too job and that god will stand by their side >
sympathy. many of our citizens, a different reality exists: " [...] most importantly, we are protected by
Mothers and children trapped in poverty in our God."
"From this day forward, a ncw yision will inner cities; rusted-out factories scattered like
govern our land. From this moment on, it’s tombstones across the landscape of our nation; His campaign slogan makes him trust-
going to be America First." > What abour an education system, flush with cash, but which worthy: "And, together, we will make
other countries? this is very self-centred leaves our young and beautiful students deprived America great again." - He sounds more
of knowledge; and the crime and gangs and like a president (compared to his other
"We will bring back our jobs. We will bring drugs that have stolen too many lives and speeches), at this speech he makes the effort.
back our borders. We will bring back our robbed our country of so much unrealized Did he change?
wealth. And we will bring back our potential." > It is a very powerful imagery by
dreams." > So the other presidents failed? using "like”. Why does he only refer to However, his numbers are over the top, such
Ile even uses "And" at the beginning of the "mothers and children™? What about "the men”'? as: "You came by the tens of millions to
sentence (polysyndeton consonance). Tramp Why does he use "scattered" and "deprived of”, become part of a historic movement the
especially wants to emphasize the last both are in my opinion too strong. likes of which the world has never seen
sentence, “the dream”, He will make their before." Statistically, Hillary gained the
dream comg truc. His speech looks reliable as he uses "g-rem"‘ majority of the votes, which are
"safe" and "good", which are positive approximately 65 Mio and Trump 62.9
All this by referring him as one of them - adjectives> "At the centre of this movement is Mio, and not tens of millions! He is
the people, the American. Remarkably, he a crucial conviction: that a nation exists to serve hyperbolic.
only uses "I" three times in his speech and its citizens. Americans want great schools for
mostly "we". By doing this, he also excludes their children, safe neighbourhoods for their "T will fight for you with every breath in my
him as a politician, an outsider familics, and good jobs for themselves.” body — and I will never, ever let you down."
(businessman). - Hle is the warrior and will fight for
America. )
3 Rhetorical Devices Effects: dramatic, memorable, and rhythmic

Example: "Together, we will make America
strong again. We will make America
wealthy again, We will make America
proud again. We will make America

safe again. And, yes, together, we will make

2 America great again. " Effcets: emphasize, emotional pull, memorable,
Effect: single, powerful impression, cmphasizes Repetition i wurd. or phruse lt!)'thm "
the point and repetition help to memorize it at the end of successive Example: "There should be no fear — ave are
Example: "We assembled here today are issuing sentences or clauses. 2 \ profected, and we will always be protected. We will be
a new decree to be heard in every city, in every | Epistrophe ])r.a{cttali by the great men and women of our
forcign capital, and in every hall of power.” \ 2 military and law enforcement and, most
— importantly, wwe are protected by God."

A series of three words, % ) 7 N Repetition of a word or

phrases or sentences that | T'ricolon | | Anaphora | phrase at the beginning

are parallel in structure, \ / \ / of successive sentences

length and/or thythm. — — or clauses.

[petys R rrore

Conclusion
"T'o conclude, it is indeed a cleverly written speech, with many rhetorical devices, and the three main ones 1've looked ar are tricolon, epistrophe and anaphora. Each of them clearly manipulate the

listener to believe his specch, Thus, language is a powerful tool to get what you want - become the President of the United States, even though Trump made many mistakes. Furthermore, Trump uses
emotional-, ethical-, and more or less logical arg to make his However, this is not his speech, he certainly had help, even though he denies

You'l'uhe o
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Introduction
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This project, which is close to conclusion created roughly 12’000 Jobs during cons-

_ truction. In the same timespan total taxes paid were about $156 million in total.!
' Post-construction local economic benefits aren't that important: Different sources
refer to 40 to 140 pipeline operations and maintenance jobs that will remain after
L, the pipeling is completed.5”
An Energy Transfer Partners study projected total tax payments of $55 million per
year, which amounts to 0.06% of total taxes of the four affected states.®
The costs potential accidents would create must also be considered. To determi-
" ne this, average U.S. oil pipeline accidents from 2002 to 2016 and the linked costs
. per barrel of transported oil, were related to the quantity of oil the Dakota access
. pipeline is designed to transport. This led to a total yearly cost of $15 million.®
The main benefits will be obtained by the oil companies that are engaged in the
i Bakken oil production (the oil extracted in North Dakota that is going to be trans-

-, ported by the DAPL). They will save S7 per barrel oil moved by the pipeline instead
of rail, which could add up to a big income increase.” This hopefully benefits in
the end also workers which depend on a functioning oil industry in times of low oil

The political process including Trump

In December 2016 after months of protest and expressed concerns from native Americans, activists, celebrities and
politicians (like for instance Bernie Sanders') President Barack Obama blocked the DAPL and ordered to consider

alternative routes.™

Back on the campaign trail Donald Trump let everyone know that he saw Mr. Obama’s environmental policies as a
threat to the economy. Furthermore, Trump argued that climate change is only “a hoax perpetrated by China”.?

Dakota Access Plpelme

Flavia Polli, University of Bern

The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) is an almost 2000 km long underground oil pipeline project.’

It is planned to transport 470°000 barrels of sweet crude oil per day from North Dakota to lllinois
where it is contributed further." The project by the main company “Energy Transfer Partners” did
already cost $3.54 billion but it is still not finished at this date. The pipeline is scheduled to begin
service on June 1 2017."

This project gained major media attention due to protests of native American Sioux tribal nations
and other activists. Overall it was the biggest gathering of Native Americans in more than 100 years
with the goal to keep their water and ancestral lands safe.*® This was the reaction to an adjustment
to the pipeline’s route which should now cross Lake Oahe right next to the Standing Rock

Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves
University of Bern, Spring Semester 2017
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Environment

The pipeline will reduce the amount of oil transported today by trains and
trucks.” Therefore the CO, emissions the trucks create will decline.

It seems to be riskier to move oil by train instead of pipeline, but if there is an
accident to a pipeline the outcome can in many cases be worse.®

And accidents aren’t that rare as the spill of a pipeline in 2013 in North Dakota
showed, where 865'000 Gallons leaked or in 2010 when 843'000 gallons of oil
spilled into the Kalamazoo River in Michigan.* However small oil spills are ac-
cording to Brian Walsh, an environmental scientist at South Dakota's Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources, not uncommon at all. In April, the
Dakota Access Pipeline has already had a minor oil spill located in South Dako-
ta in which 84 gallons (ca. 320 Liter) leaked.®

With this said the concern of the Sioux tribes about their water safety isn't that
far-fetched. It is also questionable if the building of this project makes sense
overall from an environmental point of view, as the additional oil consumption
shouldn’t be encouraged.

This mindset implies already in his first days in office. The Dakota Access Pipeline was a perfect tool to show visually t

that he is willing to eliminate Mr. Obama’s climate change policies.®

Four days after his inauguration he signed Presidential Memorandums which set the construction of the DAPL back in
motion again with the words “subject to terms and conditions to be negotiated by us".*"?

According to Sean Spicer, the White House press secretary, President Trump is focusing on creating jobs and expan-
ding energy infrastructure.’® He added that President Trump would dispute with all parties involved in the DAPL and that
he would “know how to negotiate a great deal”.'® As mentioned in the introduction the pipeline is now soon finished

and will begin its service.

Last but not least it should be mentioned that the Energy Transfer Partners chief executive donated more than

$100°000 to Donald Trump’s campaign.™

All of a sudden people show
up to fight it [the DALP], not

fair to our companies.'*
- Donald Trump.

| Conclution
Overall the local economic benefits of the DAPL aren’t that high and the threats to the environment

| are comparable to the one of the preexisting 2,5 million miles™ of U.8. pipelines. Then why has the

. DAPL gotten such a focus in the new Trump Administration?

It might be mainly due to major media attention. With this move, President Trump could be certain of

the awareness of U.S. citizens. He could prove that he is a “man of action”, that he will use his bu-

. siness skills in office and that he is going against Mr. Obama'’s climate change policies. Further, he

reinforced his emphasis on creating jobs, even tough that is not essential in this case. Overall it was
a way to show his supporters that he — President Donald Trump — will keep his campaign promises.
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Farmers Backed Trump,

But now fear losing field workers

Introduction

During his campaign, Donald Trump had seven major issues, two
of them involved migration.

One migration issue was the wall he wanted to build at the Mexi-
can border and the other, he wanted to deport the 11 million unau-
thorized foreigners in the US.

He promised to the American people to “put American workers
first”. So the unauthorized foreigners will lose their job in favor to
US workers. After the election, he changed his position on the un-
authorized foreigners. Only two million unauthorized foreigners,
which are involved with any crimes, even small crimes, in the US
will be deported.

What do we want to know?

On this poster we take a closer look what consequences a ch-
ange in the migration will have for the agriculture section.
Trump wants to put the American workers first. Is this possible
for the economy? Will the agriculture have enough us workers
to produce the same output? Because the agriculture is depen-
ding on seasonal workers and unauthorized foreigners are more
willed to seasonal works.

What are the economy impacts of foreigner in agriculture?

The Results of a Study about: The Potential Impact of Chan-
ges in Immigration Policy on U.S.Agriculture and the Market
for Hired Farm Labor

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) made a si-
mulation analysis on the potential impact of Changes in Immigra-
tion Policy on U.S. Agriculture. They found out that an expanded
employment of temporary nonimmigrant agriculture workers would
lead to an increase in agriculture output and exports. An increase
in Output of 1.1% to 2.0% to the base forecast in labor-intensive
sectors. On the other hand, the real wages of agricultural workers
would decrease by 4.4%.

A large reduction of unauthorized workers would lead to a longrun
declines form 2.9% to 5.4% in output and in exports from 2.5% to
9.3%. These are statistics for labor-intensive parts of agriculture.
In case of a decrease of unauthorized foreigner, the American
workers would take their jobs. But not sufficient to fully offset the
decrease.

Decreasing the size of the unauthorized labor force would reduce
the aggregate level of economic production.

CHANGE OF OUTPUT IN 15 YEAR

EXPANDEN FMPLOVMENT OF

REGUGT ON OF UNAUTHORIZED
UNAUTHORIZED WOAKERS WOAKERS

o T Sl 1

Conclusion

Foreingers make a big percentage of workers on labor-intensive
work on the field. Some of them are unauthorized and some are
authorized immigrants. It's easier for the employers to hire for-
eigner and unauthorized foreigners, who are willing to do the job
in the labor-intensive agriculture. If there are stronger immigra-
tion policy, as planned by Trump, the number of unauthorized
workers in agriculture will decrease and a lot of fields will be un-
harvested. The economy of agriculture will struggle. So Trump
shouldn’t make any unconsidered changes in immigration policy
in regard to the unauthorized foreigner. He needs to accept the
unauthorized foreigner and needs to support the employers by
hiring them than deporting. Otherwise he has to make the agri-
culture jobs more interesting for the US workers.
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Economics and Climate Change
in the Trump Era

Kyana Lawrence
kyana.lawrence @students.unibe.ch
110026981
USA: Discourse and the political and economic geography in a Trump era

CLEANER POWER
INTRODUCTION PLANTS PLAN

Cleaner Power Plants

Obama-era policies for ri ing gr gas

*  Key Obama-era greenhouse gas emission polices have been rolled back by
the Trump administration.

*  Without these rules enforced, the U.S is said to will fall short of the - e . = -t
proposed agreements set out in the 2015 Paris Agreement Conference. sl Business
as usual
* Not only did Trump say he was pulling out of the agreement during the S
election, the EPA announced their reverse course on Obamas administrations

biggest climate change policy, the Clean Power Plant Plan (CPP)
*  Next to China, the United States is the 2" largest greenhouse gas emitter.

= Trumps administration has the potential to disrupt the slowing of the
increase in global temperatures and focus more on the economy.

Gigatons of €O, Equivalent

Paris goal

U.S. EMISSION

A~ = The U.S needs to cut its emissions juristically by 26-28 % below the 2005
/\/\/\\/\ levels by 2025.

* These projected emissions show what the levels need to become but with
Trumps administration, no one really knows how it will turn out.

H

HISTORIC EMISSIONS
U.S. PROJECTED EMISSIONS IN 2008

U.S. PROJECTED EMISSIONS UNDER 2020 TARGET
U.5. PROJECTED EMISSIONS UNDER 2025 TARGET

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

*  The Cleaner Power Plant plan had laid out the right course of action to fix
this problem by cutting greenhouse gas emissions and becoming more
efficient with how they country uses its energy.

MILLION METRIC TONS OF CARBON DIOXIDE EQUIVALENT
g

2015 2020 2025

= Many Republican run states have been effected by this regulation because
they are subject to legal challenges and rely on businesses that are ran by the
burning of oil, coal and gas.

* Instead Trumps greater focus is on bringing back the industry and creating
jobs for the people.

ECONOMIC

Agriculture Nitrous Oxide/f
9% 5%

\

luorinated
Gases
3%

Commercial &
Residential
12%

Carbon
Dioxide
82%

Transportation
27%

CONCLUSIONS

+ U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by « U.S. greenhouse gas = The presidency of Donald Trump will likely
economic sector, emissions by type. change the progress made decreasing climate
change in the U.S.
Not only has he began to cut back important
regulations laid out by the Obama
administration, he insists on creating thousands

of jobs in the once liberated oil and gas
REFERENCES industries.

U
g

«  Trump has so far shown complete ignorance to
the effect of climate change and continues to
create challenges the US. was once trying to fix.
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INTRODUCTION:
Tweeting has become an important tool in presidential
debates as we have seen in the US elections of 2016. In "

this study the aim was to investigate Donald Trump’s and
Hillary Clinton’s tweeting activity and to analyze how they
frame the problem “Climate Change” or “Global Warming”.
Frames “are interpretive storylines that set a specific train
of thought in motion, communicating why an issue or
decision matters, who or what might be responsible, and
which political options or actions should be considered
over others” (Newman & Nisbet 2015). Therefore a
successful and strategic framing can be a very powerful
tool for politicians.

Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves
University of Bern, Spring Semester 2017

TRUMP AND CLINTON TWEETING
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE

A Qualitative & Quantitative Twitter Analysis

©5

METHODS & PROCEEDING:

1. Create the source body:
All the tweets containing the
buzzwords “Climate Change” and/or
“Global Warming”.

2. Qualitative Analysis:
Content analysis of the 10 tweets
which received the most “likes”.

3. Quantitative Analysis:
Comparison of the tweeting dates
over time.

FOLLOWERS OVER TIME

RIS WA St MI2MS Ceam

Fig 1.: Twitter Followers over time

RESULTS: Qualitative Analysis @HillaryClinton

FOLLOWERS

14,347,222
Hillary‘s Framing of the TWEETS  JOINED
Problem Climate Change 9,850 2013

» Climate Change (CC) is real and
scientifically proven.

» CCis something we have to acton
and combat now.

» CCis a risk for the next generation
and a matter of national security.

» CCis something Trump doesn’t
believe in and therefore he will
not do anything about it, but if
you vote for me we/l can tackle

this challenge. #CLIMATE CHANGE"

NUMBER OF TWEETS OVER TIME

"Global Warming" Clinton
« ¥Global Warming" Trump

« ¥(limate Change" Clinton

"Climate Change" Trump

Hillary & Donald

@realDonaldTrump
FOLLOWERS

28,872,877

TWEETS Donald‘s Framing of the

Problem Global Warming

JOINED

34,875 2009

¥ The cold weather outside proves that
Global Warming is not happening.

- ,Hoax"

% Other problems (e.g. “ISIS and Ebola”,
“nuclear weapons” in the wrong
hands, “clean, beautiful and healthy
air” or “other disasters”) are much
more important/urgent.

» GW is “invented” and doing
something against it is too expensive
and will only harm USA.

»GLOBALWARMING? » Global Warming = Climate Change

Fig. 3: Pie chart
about the use of
buzzwords in Tweets

Jan-13

g
g

22232732832

RESULTS: Quantitative Analysis

Clinton and Trump mainly tweeted about “Climate Change”/“Global
Warming” in different time periods. The diagram above (Fig. 4) shows
how Hillary mainly started tweeting about it after having announced
her candidacy in April 2015 (peak in October 2016). Trump on the
other hand mainly tweeted about it before his candidacy
announcement in June 2015 (peak in December 2013).

When comparing the use of the buzzwords “Climate Change” and
“Global Warming”, one can see that Clinton tweets mainly about
“Climate Change” whilst Trump on the other hand tweets mainly
about ,Global Warming“ (Fig. 3).

1an-17

Fig. 4: Diagram showing amount of CC and GW Tweets over time.

Clinton tweets mainly about “Climate Change” while
Trump tweets mainly about “Global Warming”.

Clinton and Trump Frame the Problem of “Climate
Change”/"Global Warming” differently.

Clinton and Trump mainly tweeted about “Climate
Change”/"Global Warming” during different time periods.

REFERENCES/LITERATURE:
Newrnan Todd P, Matthesy C. Nisbet (2015): Framing, the Media, and Environmental Communication. In: Anders Hansen, Robert Cox: The
Routledge i ication, pp.325-338. DO 10 28 Fig. 1:

i {Accessed: 10.5.17); Fig. 2: http: i i P

(Accessed: 10.5.17); Fig. 3 & 4 awn illustration.
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rumps sexist statements - a transformation in habitus
omparative view on two stages in one's life on the base of statements from Barbara Res

Introduction

Trump did something startling by hiring a woman as a chief of constuction for his frump tower in a time. where orooably no other developer had a weman
in such @ pesiton [2). Today, Trump is known for several degrading or even sexist comments aooul women [12] and is enfifled by his former emp
beeing a . blatant sexisl* {9). This has nol been always he case as Res lells hersell.

This s'udy compares statements of lonaterm employee Barbara Res on Tumps affifuce fowards women back in the 8Jies and early 9Cies, with later
statements from and about Trump found in online medic. It shows the discrepancy of Trumps behavior regarding women os @ change In habitus,
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Resistance to Trump

d economic geography in a Trump era® by Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer, Dr. Kellie Gongalves; Poster by Lena Joos, 14 126 775, FS 2017

Introduction
Donald J. Trump is one of the most contentious and
provocative President in the history of the USA. He
has a wide base of supporters, but his politics of
hate, racism, bigotry, xenophobia, islamophobia &
misogyny also leads to opposition. There has been
protest and resistance since 16. June 2015, when
Trump announced his candidacy as a president, and
the protest continued during the primaries and his
campaigning.! Tt’s the aim of this poster to focus on
the opposition and the resistance since the clection.
+ What kind of resistance has been formed to
oppose the politics of Trump after his election?
Who are the opponents and what are their
approaches?
How did Trump react?

Who and against what?

In this exemplary list stakeholders are highlighted

in bold and their approaches in red.
Numerous petitions were started aller the
election to prevent Trump from taking office®
Scicntists protested against the denial of climate
changc and arguc for fact-bascd politics?
Big business and high-tech companies voiccd
their dissent against Trump’s immigration
exceutive order (#13769) and his plan to build a
wall along the Mexican border?
Senate Democrats boycotted several hearings
after the immigration executive order®
Several federal judiciaries legally opposed the
immigration executive order & lead to its
suspension®
Several Mayors declared their citics as “‘sanc-
tuary cities” to protect people from deportation”
Civil rights organizations, protest against the
threat of compromising the civil rights of]
women, LGQTB, immigrants and minoritics and
organize sit-ins, teach-ins and rallies®
Women organizations protest against the
defunding of the planned parenthood program?®
Students organize campus rallies
Thousands of Employees of the government
signed a dissent memo'®
Republicans like Mitt Romney protest against
his relationship to Russia'!

Figure 4: Protest signs

When?

Figure 1: Women March in Washington on
21.01.17; Rallies in Washington, at Trump Tower
and Trump Hotel after the election

Where?

+ In large cities like Washington and  San
Francisco there have been daily demonstrations
But also in smaller cities across the country, like
Mason City (Towa), where a majority voted for
Trump, resistance emerged'?

Figure 2: Location of protests on Inauguration day

Reaction

* Trump reacted contradictorily on social media:
In onc tweet he dismissed the protests while in
another he praised protests as a “hallmark of our
democracy™?
In 18 states Republican lawmakers introduced
repressive legislation to curb mass protests.
These legislations are unconstitutional and a
threat to the right of speech'®

This timeline shows the most important protest actions. In total there were 83 days with onc or several protest

actions since the clection. !

7 28. Airport Protests aficr |
the immigrant executive
.

November > December January

16. A Day Without Immigrants |

Tebruary \ March

,/‘ ‘ 20. Protests on Tnauguration
ey e — e
09.-27: Protests
after the election in
several cities (Fig. 1) |

721 Women March with 500°000 *
participants in Washington and 3
«_ 4 mio. across the whole country

Conclusion & prospects
This analysis shows that protests against Trump
are not limited to traditional leftist groups
Instead Trump faces a broad and multi-faceted
uprising. Trump has become a common enemy
for many different groups in the US and a
diverse coalition spanning the entire US has
been formed
Such a broad resistance against a freshly
inaugurated president is unprecedented!?  and
puts Trump under political pressure
It remains open whether the resistance will
become a long-term and successful movement
after the initial phase of protest
But the timeline shows a cerlain continuity,
which suggests that the protests will be
sustained
The long-term effects of the ongoing resistance
on Trump’s policies and his political fate are
given the short tenure hard to predict

The popularity of Trump
* Trump is one of the most unpopular President of|
the USA.'#
In the latest polls in the U.S. only 41% percent
are in favor of Trump (Figure 3). This
unpopularity is closely related to the protests
and opposition which Trump faces.

[

... [,
[ [

Figure 3: Pereentage of Trump’s favorability

—_— 2
\ 29. Climate March |
['8. A Day Without A Woman _
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In between two discourses

Is Trump anti-Semitic or supporter of the Jewish community?

Streiff David — Geographical Faculty - University of Bern

How truth is created in politics through media in order to govern

The art of governing is to govern the subjects so that they perceive themselves as self-governing. Central to such a kind of governing is to have knowledge about who is to be
governed and which techniques can be used or exist . Applied to the media, it can be understood as a technique to organize knowledge, to mediate, and to construct
problem areas through the selection of topics. Depended on how one mediates this topic, new discourses and “universally accepted truths” can be created. According to
Foucault (1987b), truth is "an ensemble of regulated procedures for the production, law, distribution, circulation, and mode of action of statements". These rules determine
what is or is unspeakable within a society. The truth is therefore not something given, but consists of truth discourses prevalent in society. Mass media (re)constructs these
discourses of truth on the basis of rhetoric.

Regarding the Jewish community, two different views are created by Trump and have an impact on those. The question is to be clarified whether Trump carries anti-Semitic
thoughts or simply doesn’t care or is aware about what his rhetoric might cause?

Q Jewish community in numbers (as voters)

+ Two percent of all American voters belong to the Jewish community

+ High concentration of Jewish people in swing states.

+ Some important donors are from the Jewish community, as well a
mass of modest donors.

+ Their contribution reach from 50 percent of the fund of the
democratic party to 25 percent of the fund of republican party.

ﬁ

QD One face of Trump: The “others”

After voting an African American as president of the US in 2008, a
rethinking took place with regard to race and skin colour. Trump
manages to create a regression. He talks about Muslims, Mexicans and
building a wall to separate “them” from “us”. His political and
rhetorically incorrect manner creates a new way of thinking and what
was regarded as incorrect is suddenly correct.

In addition to a perceived anti Semitic tweet of Trump and the
circumstance that Steve Bannon, an “alt right”, is his chief advisor,
these rhetoric about “them” and “us” lead to an increase of attacks
against Jews in the US. Since January 2017, 67 bomb threats against
Jewish community centres have been made, a Jewish cemetery was
desecrated and a large increase in online anti-Semitic threats as well
hate speeches have been observed.

B e

onald-trump-senak-anti-semite:

Conclusion

How did the Jewish community vote?

71 percent of the American Jewish community voted for Clinton
24 percent gave their vote to Trump

Voting for democrats is part of a Jewish “tradtion”

The more traditional, the less you favor this liberal “tradition”.
Orthodox Jews mostly voted for Trump and therefore Pro Israel
Liberal Jews mostly voted for Clinton, also Pro Israel, but more
Pro Choice.

d? One face of Trump: The “us”

Jews are the only minority, about which Trump does not speak badly
in his rhetoric. On contrary, he even mentions how great they are,
especially his son in law Jared Kushner, who is a Jewish Orthodox.
Even his daughter has converted to Judaism as well his grand children.
And they are all great. This suggests, since a big part of his direct

. family is Jewish, that the Jewish community is a part of “us”.
Furthermore Trump is also surrounded by prominent representatives
of the Jewish community. For example Mnuchin served during the
campaign as Treasury secretary, Miller wrote speeches for him and
Friedman was nominated {and now official) for ambassador.

He is also "a lifelong supporter and true friend of Israel” and the
question is more where Trump doesn’t stand on Israel, compared to
Obama where it wasn’t clear if he even stood to Israel.

mp Tower

Trump is definitely not anti-Semitic, perhaps not even against minorities, who are the targets of his
rhetoric. Trump seems to respect people who are useful for him despite their race or religion. With References

regard to Foucault's Theories of governmentality and the creation of discourses, Trump is (mostly) aware
about the impacts and influence of his speeches or tweets on the behaviour of US citizens. He knows the
fears of the “common” American, his potential voters, and uses them to establish a discourse and
therefore create a new kind of truth. The “truth” that Mexicans are responsible for unemployment and
the high rate of drug overdoses. He knows how to create an effective politic of fear through a common
concept, mostly implemented into the agenda of right-wing politic parties, called “othering”. Even
though his daughter and son in law are Jewish, Trump knows that just two percent of American voters
are Jewish. Why focus on this two percent instead on the 77 percent of white Americans, which he
might reach with his words. The hate against the Jewish community does not seem to be intended and
Trump tried to create a counter discourse, which seems to bear no fruit until now. This might change in

the future since Trump knows how to create and handle a discourse.
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WHO'S RESPONSABILITY?

THE PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE ADDICTION CRISIS
IN THE UNITED STATES

BACKGROUND

The United States are facing the probably worst addiction crisis in their 0 OPIOIDS

Heroin & Opioid Overdose Deaths

Since 1999, soles of

history.! “Overprescribing of OPRs [opioid pain relievers] has led to a
sharp increase in the prevalence of opioid addiction, which in turn has
been associated with a rise in overdose deaths and heroin use”? As causes
Manchikanti et al. mention the liberalization of laws, campaigns of vari-
ous health organisations supporting the use of opioids and an aggressive
marketing by the pharmaceutical industry in the past two decades.? Here

the presence of the topic and its public discussion shall be analyzed.

" Dart et al. 2015; Kovadny et al. 2015: Manchikant el al. 2012 “Kovadny el al. 2015:359)  Manchikantietal 2015

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Ihe Opinion Pages ~ torokia

Young Victims of the Opioid Epidemic

Dennis D.

Strange how when Whites suffer from addiction it's taken far more seriously.
Drug infestation in Black neighborhoods has been ignored for decad

one cared then, especially In Southem Red stat suppressed the
franchise. An ites have the nerve to tell us that racism is now in the
past because, get this?: we elected 2 Black President

Chicago Tribune

.
Trump proposal would gut 'drug czar' office
in middle of opioid crisis

“at odds with the fact that the Presi-

dent has tasked us with supporting his

Commission on Combatting Drug Addiction
and the Opioid Crisis”.

Daany Msc 41 =

)
O 00! Orly 24 1IN 8 1an @ symbelc ke, Taskec o

P R D T

Jacqueline
Il am a young person who got addicted to oxycontin and other prescription
irugs | 2ot from my dector,

haif2. & Hember

presipion agiids in the
US.have quudrupld

e ks,
rwscription opiids.

Adeadly dose

Portland Press Herald

A deadly epidemic: Addiction to opioids has put
an entire generation at risk

“A team of reporters sought to under-
stand the causes and consequences of the
rapidly rising death toll by listening
to firsthand accounts of survivors — the
loved ones left behind after an opioid-
related death.”

workingmansdem -2
This i & powerful series thiat Tas aliwady ehianged my pereeption of the s
country obsessed with micro-groups and ideatities, the white working el
have been tossed aside. All ives matter

Reply - Share

@ Tt
@ 5o your thinking hast

. Now that you think it is a white
rural issue not & ?

arban onc ..you “carc??

Eaine Kaleiner -2 merns ag:

istead of gleetully demonizing white addicts
perhaps true fairness would be better served by making sure that

ypes of services and treatment as the white communicy

peaple of calor vho are addicted, and their children, have access to the same

. 52 bilons

s not show up anywhere in the article or the d ns. We
s preventive measuses. There is wouey for treauneut bul

o Tiang e ot et
e e L o i e dical s
I skshon
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Donald Trump in the mirror of art

Nina Hanni, in line with the course USA: Discourse and the political and economic geography in a
Trump era, University of Bern, by Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves

Introduction What are reactions to Donald Trump in the artistic realm?

With the cultural turn in the second hall ol the 20th

century, a new paradigm in the humanitics and

social sciences was introduced. Topics as popular

culture, daily life practices and media gained the

interest of scientific research. Actions, for example
ication, were now idered as

that construct cultural sense or identities.

Basically, the idea is that reality is socially

constructed by several means.

Among others there were the performative tum,
which concentrates  for cxample on  public /
presentations of the self through the body. and the Vi

pictorial turn, which concentrates on visual means., e”’ Hﬂl =C ICGte ’
The construction of reality s always connected 10 is very hard
the question of power. to bc a 10 ‘
With this background, there can be asked a lot of - F
questions, for example: llow are meanings et
constructed? By whal means? Why, with whal
interest? By whom, who dominates the discourse?
In conncetion to Trump, a lot of (visual) material
was produced and there was a huge reaction to his
person in the world ol art. Lots of paintings, songs,

sarntHoax s I sman e sanTHOAX

and other installations like .No Trump anytime™ T'hese are works of the pseudonymous Syrian artist, satirist and sociopolitical activist Saint Iloax from 2017.
trallic signs, a Trump Pifiata, and even a parody He says about them: “I removed the original headlines from these misogynistic advertisements and
with Johnny Depp were created. replaced them with qumea that Donald Trump said about women. The headlines and visuals strongly
A closcr look at these means of presentation offers 1 each other, 2 h there's almost a 30-year gap between them.” So, through malching two
anew perspective. clcmcms from different times, a connection between the two is made which creates a new narrati

Tn combining politics with popular culture, he creates, for example by manipulating images and icons, visual
lics that tell the truths he believes in. So, he uses art as a platform to transport messages in a creative way.
This critical, reflective function ol art is often described as a very important dimension in sociely.

Conclusions,
further possible research questions

“T'here is a lot of artistic material on Donald ‘Irump. Chump for Trump
Dilferent means are used 1o express opinions. The
strategics of the artists could be investigated
through picture analysis.

A thesis | would like to propose is that Trump as a
person seems (0 have a high-inspiring, emotion-
cvoking potential. This could be due to the fact of
his self-presentation, which could be investigated
with the background of the performative turn.
However, there is an inleresting article wrillen by
Diana Spechler, who is hersclf an artist. She states
that many artists suffer from creative blockades
since the clection. This for example duc to the fact
that they are shocked, or that they fear oppression
of freedom of opinion.

She stresses the importance of the reflection of the
current political climate through cntertainment and
art. This is a very important task of the creative

A part of a poem by Ron English, an American artist, on the election of Trump. Tt was also set into music.

We sold our soul/ To a trust fund showman/ His wallet was fat/ And his ego was swollen
He was not profound He was just outspoken’ And our country! Has been stolen

Chorus: Chump for Trump/ Chump for Trump/ Poor America’ Was a chump for Trump

He took Amcrica by cminent domain/ He was not profound/ Just profanc
He was not compassionate/ He was not urbane/ He was not even slightly close to sane

America was a chump for Trump/ An egomaniacal/ fame junky
Who built a wall/ Like Humpty Dumpty/ He bankrupted businesses! Then our country

Roll up the dream’ And the welcome matd America is no longer! Where freedom’s at
We couldn’t see the future/ Or smell the rat/ And America elected’ An autocrat

el For the next eight years/ We gotta take our lumps/ Because America was a chump for Trump

© (0] (&} (©] [} © { ) @ (o]
Sources Fun fact
English, Ron, New York, www.popaganda.com, access 15.05.17 Already two insects have been
Saint 1oax, Making America mysogynistic again, www.sainthoax.com, € Copyright Saint lloax 2017, access 15.05.17 C‘{HHCC‘F“V[O Trump's hair bCC?fUSC
Spechler, Diana, 30.11.2016, Why Some Artists Are Struggling To Process A Trump Presidency, on www.csquire.com, of lhv“ similar apperance. The first
access 14.05.17 one is a moth called Neopalpa

donaldtrumpi, recently named. The
second one, called Donald Trump

www.spicgel.de, access 17.05.17 >
PICE Caterpillar, was famous 4 years ago.

ww.dailymail.co.uk, access 17.05.17
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How did Trump's view on Syria change after his election?
What is his position and which are the challenges in the Syrian
conflict?

Chronology of the Syrian conflict

2011 + Emerging Protests
» Emerging of small armed groups and political groups
that merge to the Syrian National Council (SNC)

+ Al Qaeda begins activity in Syria

+ Insurgency and increasing violence of the conflict
2012 + Obama sets the “Red Line"
+ Evidence of chemical weapons (CW), no military
reaction from the U.S.

" Donald J. Trunp &
psewrling
Bashar Assad is stronger today than he was

before Obama threatened military action.
Obama really bungled this.

2013

s

+ Assad agrees to destroy CW in order to avoid US
military strike

+ Beginning of the Proxy War, Assad gets support
from Iran, Hezbollah and Russia

« Rise of the Islamic State (IS) and establishment of
the caliphate in June

» Beginning of U.S. air strikes in Iraq and extend to
Kobane (Syria)

+» U.S. partnership with Kurdish YGP. (U.S.'s "most
effective partners in the anti IS campaign”)

ing complexity of conflict

2014

= Increase of Russian military presence in Syria

= U.S. starts training Syrian recruits in order to fight
the IS

* YPG and other groups merge to Syrian Democratic

2016 Forces (SDF) receiving U.S. support

= U.S. and Russia try to achieve a reduction of
violence without success

» Turkish opposition to U.S. supported SDF with
following Turkish military intervention

2015

= April 4th: Syrian Air Force launches chemical attack
on the town of Khan Sheikhoun

= April 6th: US Strike on Syrian Airbase of Al
Shayrat

4]

2017

Current division of

Syria (stand on 5th May 17)

et
AT By

Rad: Assad, graen: Syrian opposition, blue: Turkish amy, Yellow: YPG/SDF, Black: IS [11]

Challenges in Syria

Challenges to be taken up:

+ Planning of civilian and political steps following military action [7]

+ Fighting symptoms, not only syndromes, by reducing factors
leading to jihadist violence (e.g. repression, fail of the states to
provide economic wellness, marginalization) [3]

+ Syria is highly divided. Whether Syrian actors nor outsiders seems
to currently be able of reunifying the country [7]

+U.S. freedom of action in Syria is highly constricted by Russian
presence [7]

+ Restore U.S. credibility through acting. “The personality in the
White House matters much less for Assad and Putin than the gun
on the table™ [5, p.2]

France

Army of Conquest

China

Saudi
Arabia

Syrian Opposisiton

Fights
—_

Opy
-

Supports militarily and diplomatically

Supports only diplomatically

Memebers of the anti-IS coallition are: U.S., France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey

Trumps view on Syria before election

= America First

* Questions U.S. position of primacy in Middle East (ME) since end
of the cold war

* Rejects U.S. induced regime changes

» Skeptical about Saudi Arabia

= Opposed to U.S. Inteventions in Iraq and Libya

* Rejects intervention in Syria

= According to his rhetoric, priority will be defeating IS, not bringing
down Assad

= Favorable to increased air strikes against IS (but not from the
beginning [9]
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Actions taken by Trump Administration and
conseguences

Missile Strike on April 7th (without Congress approval):

* “There's no doubt that international law, the UN charter, prohibits
the use of military force for retaliation or for reprisal, punishment,
[...]. You can only use military force in self-defense, and he did
not" Prof. O'Connell in [6]

* Missile Strike on Syria shows increased willingness of the new
Administration to use force and may help to restore credibility of
U.S. foreign policy [7]

Arming Kurdish forces:

U.S. do not restrict arms supplies to Arab militias any longer. Trump

approved the direct arming of Kurdish elements of the SDF.

« Possible degradation of relations with Turkey and further Turkish
military operations against Kurdish forces

« Increased efficiency of Kurdish elements in the fight against IS,
probable acceleration of the battle [8]

Conclusion

Donald Trump changed his position on Syria after his election.

+ Defined defeating IS as a priority

+ No change in the approach to reach this goal, continues to act on
proxies (but without regards to Turkey) air strikes and small

Obama's strategy and policy

Principles of Obama's strategy, according to Cafarella (2017):
+ Most serious threat to U.S. security

» Retake of Ragga and Mosul by U.S. Proxies will defeat IS

+ Temporary alignment with Russia and Iran needed to defeat IS
+ Priority on acting on proxies and air strikes

+ Managing Al Qaeda in Syria by eliminating its leadership

+ Solving the Iragi problem by relying on others.

Threats lacking credible will to use force (no reaction to the crossed
red Line), opened the doors for Russian intervention and weakened
the political role and credibility of the U.S. [5]

counter

« Still opposed to large ground operations, but shows more
willingness to use force, which gives more credibility to threats he
could do

+ As long as there is no threat emanating from a caliphate, Syria
only has a restrained strategic interest for the U.S.

« The U.S. will not be able to avoid looking at the reconstruction and
recovery in Syria, in order to prevent the emergence of new
jihadist groups [2]

« Simple plan for actions following the defeat of thw IS. Chances of
succes of the plan are highly questionable due to its simplicity.

« Due to the deepness of the Syrian conflict's roots, U.S. “will not
and should not ‘solve’ Syria” [7, p.5-6].

= U.S. should define goals to preserve their vital interests and
prepare the next phase of the conflict following the fall of Ragqa

» The complexity of the conflict and the alliance pattern currently
makes a whole Syrian solution of the problem difficult and unlikely

= In order to prevent a further expansion of the conflict zone, the
U.S. should define conflict areas to stabilize and do so instead of
trying to settle them all ‘en bloc' [7]

Trump administration's vision and programm
on Syria

* Remove one of the most disruptive Actors by defeating the IS

« Stabilize areas in southern Syria and Raqqa with a cease-fire

* Restore local governments in these areas

« In order to allow refugees to retum, develop local security forces
by using local forces, to provide a secure environment

» Resolve Syria's future governanc structure trough a political
process (which will at the end lead to Assads's step back) [4]

a1y epord ool scosescole |
0T o Milinsy

o

Vo 1 v bcel? 1 e Gsrdan, iy secrses
heo-un g, 400k e e 158 207

Flemsivel Aflare. pepr—

ek 1R g e 135 7T

12



USA: Discourse and the political and Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves
economic geography in a Trump era University of Bern, Spring Semester 2017

- Street Avet and Y

b
UNIVERSITAT
BERN

onuld 7vump

: -~ - EP—- e ‘-so———‘-‘ 5 Srad A0 i - LIPS O o L =, -
i e 1 tr;r‘ Z x 2o - ,,k('—-"r ¥

Distribution of Street Art representing Donoald
Trump:

A sample of street art that represents Trump and is |
reported in the internet shows that the murals are |
widely distributed in the USA and Europe. There are fis
paintings in Melbourne and in Tokyo as well. On the
map at the left side the world wide distribution of
street art representing Trump is shown. The data were
collected from several webpages. As a consequence
we can only see reported murals, but we have to
assume that there are many more. i

(™

Wiy #

il

As Donald Trump came up with running for office, the
number of paintings increased. After the election,
Donald Trump is even going to make art great again.
| (Sayej, 2017)

®

{own representatmn) ¢

How is Donald Trump painted? Representation of Donald Trump in different Categories

The look at 85 different murals shows some similarities
between the topics that were represented. | classified them
into different categories with regards to contents. In the
graph on the right the quantity of pictures in each category is
* shown. For example, the third picture at the bottom is part of
~ the class nationalsocialism. At the end of the research | found
six pictures for this category. Mostly Trump is presented in
connection with another politician (e.g. Putin, May, Mao, Le

Nationalsacialism Love Politician Movies Mexiko and wall Devil History of America

Make Everything Great Again
Artist: Mindaugas Bonanu

Meanwhile in America Location: Vilnius

Artist: Greg Auerbach

acatian: CaliaraT The image lampoons the curiously flattering

relationship that has emerged between Putin and
At first the grafiti had shown Trump with Trump. It is inspired by the picture on the Berlin

his vice president Mike Pence. In January Wa"_(E”Ck Honegger l.dsslngthe sovle-t prernler; ‘
2017 the artist switched out Pence for Leonid Brezhnev), which had been painted during

Putin. The mural shows two things, first e the cold WIL. (Grovxer, 2016)
that we spent to much time focusing on i
whether or not the election was
manipulated and secondly it shows a lack
of qualification and a sense of recklessness
of the new administration and of Donald
Trump. (Moran, 2017)

~ LieLie Land Trump as Adolf Hitler
Artist: Bambi Artist: Pegasus
Location: London Location: Bristol

~ The picture wants to send
the message that history

~ The grafiti shows Trump dancing
with the British prime minster
Theresa May. It is a parody of the often repeats itself and that
movie La La Land and shows a we are to ignorant about
happy couple dancing, not the facts or are affected by
carrying about the rest of the fearmongering.

world. Every speech makes Donald
(Standart Verlagsgesellschaft, ~ " Trump seem more and
2017) I more like a dictator.

’ (Henderson, 2016)

References: Sayej, Nadia {2017). The guardian, Retneved 1705 17 from:

Grovier, Kelly (2016): BBC. Retrieved 17.05.17 from: http://s co.uk hat-d ps:// 017/jan/25/donald:

the-trumpputin-kiss-really-mean Standart Verl; (2017). t.at. Retrieved 17.07.17 fmm

Henderson, Harry (2016). Disinfo. Retrieved 17.05.17 from: http://di com/2016/02/, trump-hitler/ b 2780754/ Lie-Lie-Land-Donald-Trump-und-Th May-tar

Landkar (2012). L i de. Remeved 16.1 05 17 (rom http://3.bp.blogspat.com/-

qy6rv94e0CM/T07D21 /i :_grau jpg Institute of Geography, University of Bern
‘v Moran, Lee (2017). Huffpost. Retrieved 17.05.17 from: http:// y/anti p-street 17.05.2017
I art_us_58820c24e4b070d8cadlead2 Samuel Wirth 13-121-439
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Research Question

‘The outcome of the 2016 presidential election of the Lnited States of
America seemed to be a big surprise. With focus on religion it i
particularly intcresting why Donald Trump has gotten the vote from
$o many Americans that live in the so called Bible Belt, the most
religious part of the United States since Trump's life seems to represent
everything evangelicals and social conservatives stood against: excess,
indulgence, opulence and cynicism (Maxwell 2014).

The research questions therefore are:

*Why did so many people that identify as Southern
Christians vote for Donald Trump?

sHow important is Religion for the individual while voting
for a President?

Background and Relevance

Fig. 1. US Flectinn Results 2016 (New York Times)
The Southern States of the US is a sizeable voting bloc with great
national power and influence (Maxwell 2014) and therefore, it is

interesting to look why the majority has voted for Donald ‘Trump.

lig. 2. US Map by religiosity

The “Bible Belt” is a term used since the 1920s “to refer to a religiously
conservative or fundamentalist region in the American South and
sometimes the Midwest, though its exact geographic extent remains
debatable” (I3runn et al. 2011). According to Gallup (Fig. 2) the most
religious States are Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgla, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and Oklahoma.

Marlies Schneider, May 19-20, 2017

The Bible Belt and Religion: Angic Maxwell (2011) argues that
People who identify as “Southem” believe that to be American one
should be Christian and they report higher rales of opp

marriage, gay adoplion and abortion. According to Maxwell (2011)
“Feel Southerners” have established an unyielding definition of
America. T hey are significantly more likely to agree that to be “fully
American,” il is “very imporlant” lo have been born in the United
States {66.4 percent) and “very important” to speak English well (74.2
percent). And 77.5 percent of “Feel Southerners” themselves identify
¢ strongly” as American, as compared to 55.2 percent of those
nationwide who do nol consider themselves “Southern” (Maxwell

2M1)

Donald Trump and Religion: A Time arlicle by Elisabeth Dias (2016)
argucs that Donald Trump ,,wooed other conservative Christians by
promising ko nominate specifically “pro- life” Justices to the Supreme
Court”. Tor many social-conservative leaders , Trump looks like the
better option than Hillary Clinton to advance their issues (Dias 2016).

Methodological Approach

To find out why many religious Americans choose to vote for Donald
Trump during the US-clections of 2016 three interviews will be held
with American citizens. 1o get further knowledge about how
important religion is while voting, a social media video of a
megachurch pastor will also be parl of Lhe analysis.

11: Middle-aged truck driver who has lived most of his life

- in Tennessee and moved to Texas a few years ago. He used

1o go church more than once a week bul his work schedule

docs not always allow that.

2

12: Middle-aged self employed women who runs a catering
business. She grew up in Ohio and has lived outside of the
US. She has lived in "lennessee for more than 10 years and
regularly attends a 5o called “megachurch”.

S\ VU pastorof a megachurch in Tennessce and a rogular

figure in a weekly religious TV show. e has lived in
Tennessee for over 25 years and grew up in Texas.

Some of the questions that 11 and 12 were asked are:

What is it about Hillary Clinton that made you not wanting to vote
for her? How important is religion?

ow important is your religion when it comes to voting for a new
1T tant is v 1 hen it to voting f
president?

[ow do you explain that most States that are considered to be in the
“Bible Belt” with a high degree of Christians have voted for Donald
Trump cven though he does not seem Lo represent Chrislian values?

The Facebook video that V1 posted was analyzed with focus on what
argumentls he slales [or voling for Donald Trump or against Hillary
Clinton.

against Hillary Clinton can be summarized:

Everyone but Hillary Clinton
The two interviewees as
well as Lhe Pastor in the
video have stated that to
them it was clear to vote
for Donald Teump because
they could nol imagine
voting for Hillary Clinton.
12 states, that “she is a
lying, chealing, thief and
murderer! Benghazi is
enough for me to dislike
her! ...

Fig. 3. Hillary Clintan holding a speech

She is the epitome of Disgust!”

PRO-LIFE

VOTE

TRUM

TRUMPSTORE2016.COM

Fig 4 Boumpex Sickeravalable darin the presidental compaign

Abortion

V1and 11 used phrases such as “T don't believe in abortion” and...
.."a future president that supports abortion

can’t be God’s will”... .

for Clinton who has positioned herself being “pro-choice” during the
campaign.

- to explain why they did not vote

Removing God from
their Party and limiting
Christians

V1 said that Hillary Clinton and
the democratic Party would want
Lo remove God [rom their parly’s
platform and she is supposed to
have said that she wants to limit
Christians. 12 is convinced, that
Donald Trump...

... has done more for the Christians in this
country I the first 100 days than Obama ever

thought about”.

Refigious frump supporters

Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves
University of Bern, Spring Semester 2017

marlies.schneideriistudentsunibe.ch

USA: Discanrse and the palitical and
economic geography in a Tamp era

Prof. Dr. Tleike Mayer
D Kellie Gongalves

After analyzing the video posted by V1 and the answers that 11 and 12
submitted, the following main arguments for Donald ‘Tramp and

Gay Rights and Gay Marriage
Another argument Lhal the I1 and the V2
mentioned was the issue of “Gay Rights
and Gay Marriage” as the pastor called it.
Like the other issues such as abortion and
church involvement in the government he
is sure this is against God's will and
therefore he can not vote for somebody
who supports the LGBT community as
Hillary Clinton does.

Fig, 6. US Election colored in
the rainbow coluny

Conclusions

Hillary Clinton represents “Anti-Christian
Beliefs”

As Maxwell (2011) has slated the lopics gay marriage, gay adoplion
and abortion are important for Southerners and the rejection of those
topics are important when being a Christian. As Dias (2016) states,
many pro-life supporlers focus only on what the potential president
has to say on that topic and will vole for someonce who commits to
pro-life legislation no matter what other issues the candidate considers
to be important. The interviewees did not say the candidate’s stand on
aborlion is all thal matlers bul il is clearly very important Lo lhem and
they name it as one of the reasons along with other religious related
issues why they did not vote for [illary Clinton

Importance of Religion and the Religious Identity
This short study has shown that Christian Southerners focus on key
issues such as abortion and gay rights when deciding who they are
going ta vate for in presidential clections. Hillary Clinton, who is said
to be a lifelong Methodist seems to be closer to the Southern Christian

identity than Donald Trump whose is less straight forward (Barbaro
2016). Bul despite Lhis facl, Donald Trump has had by far the stronger
support by the people from the Iible Belt than Hillary Clinton by
focusing on religious key issues. The economic factor seems to be less
important and was only referred to by 12,
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The Populist Party of the 1890’s bridged together fac-
tions of disaffected farmers and factory workers against
the “eastern elites.” Rapid urbanization and unfettered
income inequality led to the perception of an unfair con-
centration of political and economic power along the
“northeast corridor.” Support for the Free Silver Move-
ment and opposition to railway and steel monopolies
were central to the Populist platform. William Jennings
Bryant became the Party's most articulate spokesman,

famous for his “Cross of Gold” speech (depicted above).

Huey “The Kingfish” Long was governor, senator, and
democratic presidential candidate throughout the
1920’s and 30’s. His “share the wealth” program was
highly popular among the working class and poor
during the Great Depression, and likely had a major
effect on FDR’s New Deal Program, which established
the foundation of the US’ social welfare state. Long
was very outspoken against the Standard Oil Compa-
ny, Wall St. Banks, and most of his colleagues in the
Senate. He was assassinated one month after an-
nouncing his bid to challenge FDR for the democratic
nomination.

All images are from Wiki Commons.
Biographical information from the Encyelopedia Britannica.

Populism is “an ideology that considers society to be ultimately sepa-

American Populism: Five Movements

Terrence Classen

rated into two homogeneous and antagonistic groups, ‘the pure
people’ versus ‘the corrupt elite’, and which argues that politics

should be an expression of the volonté générale (general will) of the

people.” (Mudde 2004)

Lehman, Chris. “Donald Trump and the Long Tradition of American Populism™ The

Atlantic. Aug. 22, 2015,

Mudde. Cas. *“I'he Populist Zeitgeist” Government and Opposition. 2004,

Alabama governor George Wallace became

famous for his opposition to federally mandated
desegregation. In Wallace’s first bid for governor

he was endorsed by the NAACP and lost to an
opponent who had been backed by the KKK. After

this defeat he combined a fiercely segregationist
stance with his working class economic agenda, and
quickly rose to celebrity status in the South, easily
winning the next gubernatorial election. As Democrats
slowly began to publicly back the civil rights movement,
Wallace broke off from the party and formed the Ameri-
can Independent Party. He managed to win 5 southern
states in the 1968 presidential election. The combination
of white supremacy and economic populism has had

a lasting impact on American politics.

The presidency of Donald Trump seems to be the
product of an irreconcilable contradiction; a billion-
aire populist. While the election of an extremely
wealthy white man with strong ties to Wall St.
hardly seems an unusual political event, Trump
successfully framed himself as an outsider. Like
previous populist movements in the US, Trump's
campaign was fueled by the palpable anger and
unrest that spanned the entire political spectrum.
Unlike historical precedents, Trump eventually
had the tepid support of powerful establishment
forces. How Americans respond to his unfulfilled
promise to “drain the swamp” will have major im-
plications for the future of US politics.

We are the
997

When Occupy Wall Street broke out in September
of 2011, it signified the reemergence of mass pop-
ular action that had not been observed in the US
since the Vietnam War. Unlike other populist
movements, Occupy did not coalesce around a
singular charismatic spokesperson. Instead it ex-
pressed itself as a movement “of the people”
against the global financial elites. The terminology
of the 99% vs. the 1% gave a specific framework
for defining the two antagonistic groups. Occupy
normalized left-wing economic vocabulary, and
was likely a factor in Bernie Sanders’ meteoric rise
in popularity.
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Introduction Anti xenophobia 2udts sal73cl) @ Environmental protection

Trumps openly expressed disdain for * Demand for freedom of : * Demand for environmental Conclusions
people of color, immigrants, refugees, movement, critical b § justice and revenveable
women, ethnic  and religious whiteness and t g energies

minorities, as well as his political immigrant’s rigths :
agenda reinvigorates old and
generates new popular revolt groups

Popular revolt groups against Trump build
a broad and multifaceted movement,
Protest fossil- fuel expansion fighting for different forms of justice and
Protest white supermacy, - o . i ) and denial of climate change structural change of a political system
institutional racism and Black Lives Matter” protest in Toronto against which, according to them, seems to be
xenophobic nationalism outmoded. There’s a general increase of
i & political activism and the different
political groups on the left team up by
sharing a common enemy who s
threatening their fundamental values.

against him (Milligan 2017). Trump’s immigration policy (Insidetornoto 2017)
While some protests take the form of
boycotts and petitions,
demonstrations, rallies or marches
are the most common forms of the
post-electoral anti-Trump movement A R 5 ; Y \ X
(Murphy 2016). According to Judith ) ‘ A - RSy T B g S & Although it is difficult to measure the

Butler (2017), they are a corporal ] B M' 2T g ‘ impacts of those groups, the constant
claim to public space and public Protesters at San Francisco Airport after ji§ e 1 " number of protests and rallies since
demand to political powers. Trunr:qpt’lssltirr:vneal::::?n7 Sirrzriozrg‘ir;z;telv S A SRR e U5 People%C('lIJT:_t:VZIni::rhzlgllgsAngeles Trump’s election give evidence for a
q Women’s march on Pennsylvania Avenue in significant part of the population who
Washington D.C. (Theguardian 2017) wants to get or stay involved in politics.
B And even though most of the mobilization
occurs through social medias, corporal
ieth as h ioth claim to public space is still playing an
oy : s ini Ty w5y rigth as human rigths ; ;
The question is whether this political mln.lml_Jm Yvage and i FQ 1 gt . g important role for the movement as it
activism can last as an ongoing redistribution 4 )% * Protest patriarcy, enables people to gather and being
pressure group and broad-based Protest neoliberalism, social geeRag i ) sexual discrimination immediately heard and seen.
mobilization in order to have real exclusion, poverty The trotskist political party “Socialist and harassement
impacts on politics. Alternative” organized massive, sometimes ) )
violent anti-Trump protests (Drrichswire 2016) Literature cited

Butler, Jucith. "Reflections on Tramp." Cullural Anthrogology, January 18, 2017,
hlps:feul anth.orgficlds ghts 1032 reflections on trump

“There can be no democracy without
freedom of assembly, and there can
be no assembly without the freedom Social justice |t ¢ nisn
to move and gather.” Judith Butler + Demand for worker’s rigths, v i ; * Demand for women’s

Willigan, Susan {Fabruary 3, 2017). “The Migthy Coalition of the Unwiling”. USNewis.

Timetable of post-electoral anti-Trump protests e
Murphy, Brian [November 12, 2016). "Anti Trump protesters Lake L e streel in many cilies
1 21117 28.1.17 2 98 4. 4. 4. 5. fora third nigh”. The Washinglon FosL.

7/02/black- ive:

Inauguration protest Women’s March Airport protests Mexico City Not my presidents day  Tax March March for science People’s climate march  May Day httpsiffermnvinsidetoronto.cominews slory/ 7103080 thousands march through cownlown

Several thousend Largest single day More than 2’000 20°000 people 13’000 protesters Protestsinover  Inover 600 cities Atthe end of the first  In several cities in the U.S. orento Lo protest g s el bond )

protesters and protest with 3.3 to protesters at J.F. protesting against  outside Trump 150 cities inthe  accorss the world 100 days of the protests, sit-ins and civil » . oy Axpucirars °

28'000 security 4.6 million people Kennedy Airport and  Trump and his International Hotel and  US to pressure scientists call for ~ presidency, 200000 disobediance are used to httpsffncwsinfoinquirernet/866333/protests e uptat-us-alrperts following trump-travel ban

personnel in demonstrating other international border wall Tower in New Yorkand ~ Trump to release  evidence-based ~ people are protesting in  figth for immigrant’s =tie

Washington D.C. across the whole airports against rallies in dozens of his tax returns policy D.C. against Trump’s rigths, several people get
country Trump's travel ban cities in the US environmental policy arrested A ANg:

P ump-
protests/
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Introduction Map

Traditionally, the majority of lhe Stales of Ihe Uniled Slales of America vole for Lhe same parly over a long lime; a lew, however, (lip [rom de- The eleclion years of 2008 and 2016 are le be examined. These years were Lhe [lipping years of lhe lasl four presidential eleclions

mocratic to republicen (or vice versa] quite reqgularly. These so called Swing States are targeted heavily with the party campaigning. This is To represent the candidate’s effort, we look at the amount of visits during the campaign and the television ad spendings by each candidate

done in order to address the most volatile voters and use campaign resources effectively. per state

The objective is to show how much effort a candidate puts into each state and to follow the question if there is a connection between the can- The collected data is the same for the category and the year but not among the years 2008 and 2016. Therefore, the results of the two elec-

didate’s effort and the result of the state elections. tions can't be compared directly. Also, there is no certainty that the data are complete, so the comparison, in general, isn't always precise.
Nevertheless, it will give an idea of the candidate’s campaign strategy.

2016: Clinton vs. Trump 2008: Obama vs. McCain

Color Scheme

Democrats
Republicans

State Winner
Democrats // Democrats, Flipped State

‘ ‘ Republicans // Republicans, Flipped State

Candidate Efforts

* Tipping-point chance: probability that the state will provide the
decisive vote in the Electoral College. For further information
about the calculation of this value, see Silver, N. (2009] (1]

** Voter power index: relatively likelihood that an individual voter
will determine the Electoral College winner. The number shows
how much mere powerful a voler is than the nalional average. (It
tends to favor less populated states because they have more elec-
toral votes relative to their population.] (1]

Trump won over several states which had voted democratic for
decades. For that, he needed to [lip numerous counlies that had
voted democratic in the last election in 2012. In total he flipped 217
counties. Clinton only flipped 30. (2]

Clinton has overspent Trump heavily in all categories of campaign
expenses. She and her supporters bought TV advertising carly and
often, especially in battleground states. Trump, in contrast, spent
money for adverlising on TV only lale in the eleclion cycle, between
August and the election day.

Clinton spent millions of Dollars into advertising, while Trump had
a completely different strategy. The only states Trump spent money
on TV ads were must-win slates. (3] Itis common that republicans
spend less than the democrats on TV ads. But Trump spent less
than any republican presidency candidate before. [4)

The media, shaped by the news agenda, is an influential force in
the campaigning process and results and the debale about a can-
didate. Trump relied more on owned media such as Facebook or

‘Suing sate 20 spsncing InJane o lection yesr

e e

|L||||II|| 111

Twitter than on paid media. The entertaining effect of Trump and
the agenda-setting of the media can be seen as a big part of his
campaigning strategy. (1) »| just don’t think | need nearly as much
money as olher people need because | gel so much publicily. | get
so0 many invitations to be on television. | get so many interviews, if |
want them.« [Donald Trump) [5).

Not least due to the uncommon campaign strategy of Trump, there
is no clear correlation to be seen between the evalueted variables
and the outcome of the state elections.

¢
' I TV ad spendings per candidate in million $

i. 8. Amount of visits per candidate

e S0 g

[

We can see in the map above thal candidates pour much less ef-
fort into safe states. For example, Minnesota voted democratic sin-
ce 1976; therefore, Obama spent the least amount of money there
compared to all the other swing states. On the other hand, also
safe states can flip - in the 2008 elections, the democrats won over
Indiana, which was a republican sale slate since 1968.

Continuative to the map we look at an analysis of Alan Abramowitz.
To answer if the campaigning matters, he analyses the ads spen-
ding, field erganization and the states partisan predispositions in
the baltleground slales. The figures show the relationship belween
the democratic percentage of total advertising and total numbers
of fields offices and his performance [measures on the difference
between the actual and the predicted votel.

Abramowitz results implicate a connection between the two cam-
paign variables and the election result. The greater the ad spen-
ding and the grater lhe percentage of lield offices, lhe stronger
the performance. Based on the results it can be concluded that
the campaigning affected the election results in the 15 swing sta-
tes and that it may provoked the flipping of two states, Indiana and

North Caralina. Still, it is probable that 12 of the 15 swing slates
would have voted for Obama without any advantages in advertising
and field offices because of partisan voting tendencies and the na-
tional trend towards Obama.

Nevertheless, it suggests that under some conditions the campa-
ign can aflect the elecloral outcome in swing stales. (6)
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USA: Discourse and the political and
economic geography in a Trump era

UnvessiTar

Introduction

Make America great again, is a quite openly formulized
phrase that one could associate easily to everything
concerning America that has worked great in the past
but does not now. President Trump wrote about it in
one of his books, where he states that “America can
restore herself to greatness” (Trump 2011). This shows
that he had the aim to help making America great
(again) already years before he decided to run for
President of the United States. The phrase became his
campaign slogan Since then, he never let an
opportunity passing by, where he would not refer to it.
He emphasized it especially in his first speech as
President where he said that “together we will make
America strong again, we will make America wealthy
again, we will make America proud again, we will make
America safe again and, yes, together we will make
America great again.”

How will the actions, he has taken so far, affect the
country and his aim to restore it to greatness in terms
of economic, social and ecological issues?

- —

«We will make America wealthy again»

One of his main goals to make America's
economy grow again are the lowering of
taxes, which, will lead to an increase in
economic competitiveness and create more
jobs. He does not only want to determine
that singles who earn less than $25'000, or
even married couples who earn less than
$50'000, do not have to pay any taxes. Apart
from that, businesses of any size will pay a
max. of 15% of their business income, which
will make it unnecessary for them to move
overseas to safe taxes. Therefore, corporate
inversions would belong to the past.

Prof. Dr. Heike Mayer and Dr. Kellie Gongalves
University of Bern, Spring Semester 2017

«Make America great (again)?»

Are the bubbles going to burst and leave the country in chaos?

«Climate change is a hoax»

Trump is not a believer in man-made global
warming and as a science skeptic he is convinced
that the climate will be getting cooler at some point.
Therefore, he normally avoids talking about
environmental challenges and even claims that “the
concept of global warming was created by and for the
Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-
competitive” (Trump 2012). Therefore, he is expecte:
to undo everything Obama has done in terms of
environmental protection and leaves the challenge
of dealing with global warming to the rest of the
world. As an economically-oriented person, he
instead supports the ongoing extraction of oil and
gas through fracking and the reopening of coal
mines, which will create more jobs again.

\\_\

Conclusion «We will make America safe again»

Donald Trump has already been taken a lot of drastic decisions for a greater
America in this short period as President. As a salesman he knows a Tot about
economics and how to be successful in business. That's why it seems that the
economic bubble will probably not burst in the near future. If making Amerika great
again was just about economiic growth, he could probably succeed'in his mission.

omparing it to the climate change, it can be seen already now that global 4
warming end ecological sustainability in general are not his majr?r concern. So this
bubble Will probably burst and create a |6t of tension amongst the climate change
community. The last issue is about the security and safety in the country. His aim
to get rid of all |Ileﬁ$l immigrants and to eradicate terrorism, will certainly prompt
many headlines. The question remains, if the bubbles will burst and leave nothing
but chaos or if they will sustain and he will be saying:

America faces more and more safety threats.
Trump, not much of a cooperator, wants to
build a wall at the U.S./Mexican border to stop
illegal immigration. For him, Mexicans are
bringing drugs, crime into the country and
most of them are rapists. He tries to secure
the country by not letting the Mexicans in.
Another issue is terrorism. He “would bomb
the shit out of” radical Islamic groups, who
tried to attack the U.S. One of his first official
acts as President was to sign an Executive
Order restricting the possibilities for visa-
holders and refugees of seven Muslim
countries to enter the United States.

fe made America great again!»
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2 ‘A major, major conflict with North Korea”.....

. The Trump Administration and the North Korea Conflict — An Overview

What happened so far...

Korea War ended on July 27 in 1953
For Pyongyang the conflict never ended > Enhanced armament

Russia

Important partner for North Korea
THAAD as an Indirect threat for Russia >

Japan

. hostility bety Pyongyang and until 1985 (sem 2010: 17-
130) Cooperation with North Korea + Threatened by the North
+ North Korea accepts the Non-Proliferation Treaty {NPT) >stops spreading of + ROK is an important frading partner (rinna Korean missile tests
nuclear weapons £ « Aliiance with the U.S.
2 of enriched > "Missile L d by the U.S. Trumps view: - Concerned about intensified

= Several phone calls between Putin and
Trump > No agreements (rearson 2017}

U.S.-China Relations (Harding

against North Korea In 1992
2017)

Kim Il Sung died 1994 - Kim Jong Il came to power (paveneorr 2017)

U.S. report reveals an uranium enrichment plant in North Korea in 2001

Georg W. Bush declared Kim Jong II's North Korea as a part of the “axis of evil"
= ion of the Non-Prolil ion Treaty (NPT) by North Korea in 2003

North Korea enhanced its nuclear program and tested an atom bomb in 2009
Kim Jong Il died in 2011 -> Kim Jong Un came to power

Pyongyang laimed the of a hydrogen bomb in 2015

In 2017, the testing of ballistic missiles increased and a missile hit Just 300km in

North Korea

* Main Goal of Kim Jong Un -> Maintenance of

Power

+ Bluffing and the incalculable acting >
Nuclear weapons are part of the survival

United States under
President Trump

stategy (mareor 2017)
+ C acting

front of the Japanese coast (sem 2010: 213.229)

Tillerson: , Strategic patience" with North Korea has failed
Swift from -> Strategic i i
New strategy > Military deterrence and sanctions
China as the answer fo the problem iin 2017)
More pressure on China -> Sanctions against Chinese firms
and banks who deal with North Korea

Unpredictabiliity as a virtue (marcor 2017)

+ Exfreme aggl and

South Korea (ROK)

+ Major U.S. ally in Asla since 1950 - 28'000 US-troops
are deployed in South Korea
+ Close cooperation

China

+ North Koreas most important ally
+ Collapse of North Korea is no opfion - Instability and

Trumps view:
- Deploy nuclear weapons to ROK (manyin et al. 2016: 6)

« Relation U.S.-ROK is ,ironclad” (sang-Hun 2017)

+ ROK is essential to ramp up pressure on North Korea
(e.g. THAAD-rocket defense system) (eeriinger 2017)

more american influence on the Korean Peninsula

Trumps view:
+ China speculated on a pull-out of the American troops
to avoid a nuclear attack on ROK
+ China uses North Korea for the dirty jobs

+ Bad implementation of the sanctions against North Korea
{Lukin 2017)

Conclusion

+ U.S. North Korea policy is highly untransparent > No coherent strategy

*+ Conflicting opinions within the White House (Tillerson vs. Trump)

+ U.S. Policy of ,strategic il the in
Pyongyang esi2017)
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Reactions of the Amer

against Trump’s

Adeline Chardonnens _‘)' Univers
L1

Donald J. Trump L

The concept of global warming was created
by and for the Chinese in order to make
U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.

Introduction Reaction of the Justice Reaction of the Population Reaction of the Scientists

The recent election of Donald Trump to the US presidency has a number of implications for the New York politicians blasted President Donald March for climate, job and justice Some scientists also reacted sharply to expected Trump's
US and for the global community, particularly in the area of sustainability and climate change. Trump's latest executive order that aims to roll back ) B administration moves. It is “a nightmare” that has « put
During his controversial campaign Trump called climate change a hoax. After being elected he the Environmental Protection Agency’s limits on On April 29" 2017, students, workers, faith communities, a climate denier in charge of the U.S. Environmental
appointed a famous climate-sceptic personality, Scott Pruitt, at the head of the US power plants burning coal, and vowed to fight it in Indigenous  Nations, . community  organizations, and Protection Agency until they can kill it and derail
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and began to dismantle the agency by cutting strongly court. environmental groups joined together to make it clear that potentially the Paris climate negotiations. » said David

this resistance will defend society and human rights, now
and forever.

Archer, professor of geophysical sciences at the
University of Chicago

The role of climate scientists
during the Trump administration
will be “staying out of jail, keeping
research going, advocy, ” he
added.

the budget. Another big issue is to eliminate the recently adopted Clean Power Plan (an
initiative to reduce carbon pollution from power plants, the largest source in the US, while
maintaining energy reliability and affordability) and to lower restrictions on drilling and mining
on federal lands. These actions will push the US sustainability agenda backward.

According to the participants
the march was a beautiful,
hopeful moment, that will
chart another path for
America: away from Trump’s
agenda for a cruel, polluted
and divided country, and

towards a clean energy

economy that works for

everyone.

Purpose of the poster is to stress out different reactions combating the objectives of the
climate policy of the new US-President and its administration. Sources are scientific articles,
press releases and comments published in different media.

REBUILDING N ¥
Y &J comMMUNITIES

“We regret the fact that the president is trying to dial

Dimensions of global warming back history, but it's not going to happen”
(Eric T. Schneidermann, New York Attorney general).

Reaction of US - Army

A coalition of 25 military and national security experts,
including former advisers to Ronald Reagan and George
W Bush, has warned that climate change poses a
“significant risk to US national security and international
security” that requires more attention from the US
federal government.

The march was a huge success: 200,000 people participating
in Washington, D.C., and tens of thousands more taking part
at over 370 sister marches across the country

What? im pecscaions - ince. 485 201 Where? (s sauices - Wi, pu-intomtion 20471

“Faced with presidential orders that reject sound
science and common sense, | am proud to join
mayors across the country in offering bold solutions
capable of leaving our children a healthy planet” (Bill
de Blasio, Mayor of new York).

Native Americans

Over the past months,
hundreds of indigenous
persons and their allies have
gathered near the Cannon
Ball rivers in the ancestral
territories of the Standing
Rock Sioux tribe.

Tests of the Orion
spacecraft were made
at Naval Station Norfolk
in August 2013. The
low-lying base is at risk
from rising seas.

Reaction of States

17 US States are against Trump’s most controversial
intention to roll back the Clean Power Plan and
climate change regulations. These are:

Rising temperatures all around the word will intensify the Earth’s water cycle, increasing
evaporation. Increased evaporation will result in more storms, but also contribute to drying
over some land areas. As a result, storm-affected areas are likely to experience increases in
precipitation and increased risk of flooding, while areas located far away from storm tracks are
likely to experience less precipitation and increased risk of drought.

California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawai, lllinois,
lowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
New-Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island,  Vermont,
Virginia, Washington, Colombia District

«Climate change is a challenge that requires a
broader, whole-of government response. If
confirmed, | will ensure that the Department of
Defense plays its appropriate role within such a
response by addressing national security aspects.»

Crossing of the Missouri and using nonviolent means, their
goal is to stop the building of the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL) that would connect production fields in North Dakota
to refineries in lllinois. The protest against the pipeline has
become an international rallying cry for indigenous rights and
climate change activism.

Global warming is primarily a problem of too much carbon dioxide (CQ,) in the atmosphere,
which acts as a blanket, trapping heat and warming the planet. As we burn fossil fuels like coal, 1 D
oil and natural gas for energy or cut down and burn forests to create pastures and plantations, ¢ .
carbon accumulates and overloads our atmosphere. The main emission sources are -
- concentrated in industrial regions (USA, Europe) or strongly developing countries (China, India,
Brasil).

lames Mattis, Secretary of Defense (2017)

Conclusions

On November 6. 2012, Donald Trump tweeted about climate change and the Chinese responsibility. On the campaign trail 2106, Trump
called climate change a “hoax™. After his clection, he sarcastically said on Fox-News “ICIL get cooler, itll get warmer. i€s called
weather”. He named Okluhoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt as his choice [or head of the Environmental Protection Agency, though
Pruitt is a climate change doubter. In early 2017 he signed an executive order to overhaul Obama’s Clean Power Plan, which regulates
carbon emissions from fossil-fuel burning electricity plants. The Paris agreement has been clearly questioned.

e gt sreducas o €52 arisions ot in 2015, bsed ot

Who?

« Chinais the most important producer of

€0, and emits more carbon dioxide than US e
(2™ place} and India (3rd place) combined.
US has reduced its CO, release for two i
years in a row despite bipartisan political

conflicts.

India has become the world’s third biggest

emitter of carbon dioxide, pushing Russia

down to the fourth position.
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The reaction of the US ic system is impress and its ability to balance the autocratic views of one of the most
powerful man on this planet. Justice, US States and Cities, scientists, press, US-Army, powerful democratic movements all over the
country arc at work to combat the dismantling of the US climate change regulations and to commit themselves for a responsible and
ambitious US climate policy. Favorable staiements to Trump’s ideas about climate change arc particularly difficult to find,
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