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The "Bern Model" of Geography o v

Research Units of Geography

Physical geography Geographies of sustainability

Land Systems and Critical
Sustainable Land Sustainability
Management (LS-SLM) Studies

Prof. Chinwe Ifejika Speranza Prof. Susan Thieme

Hydrology
Prof. Bettina Schaefli

Soil Science
Prof. Adrien Mestrot

Social and Cultural
Geography

Climatology Prof. Carolin Schurr
Prof. Stefan Bronnimann
Unit-wide
Interdlsqlpllnary Economic Geography
G hol teaching &
eomorphnology research Prof. Heike Mayer
Prof. Virginia Ruiz-Villanueva

Political Urbanism and
Sustainable Spatial
Development

Prof. Jean-David Gerber

Geocomputation
and Earth
Observation

Prof. Benjamin Stocker




The Directorate of Studies ... O
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... helps the units organise the studies and keep track of everything.

Director of Studies Geography
* Prof. Dr. Olivia Romppainen-Martius
Office of the Director of Studies and Student Counselling

* Sabine Rothlin-Spillmann

* Elisabeth Roggli-Schlappi

You will find a lot of information on our website: www.geography.unibe.ch (Studies)



https://www.geography.unibe.ch/index_eng.html

Study goals are to... O u
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deepen topic-specific and interdisciplinary knowledge

be prepared for your own scientific project (MSc thesis)
learn how to independently carry out a project (MSc thesis)
prepare to become a high-school teacher (Master Major)
learn how to critically and efficiently work with (big) data
understand complex problems and how to work on solutions
take on responsibility

acquire knowledge and skills that are relevant for working in
science
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3 doctors, 4 opinions! @O u

You can help to create a good basis for decision-making! T
Oh no! Slightly elevated
temperature ...
antibiotics and a little No pulse. To the OR :
ot now! A bit late for that.
rest. Have you ever heard

I think T have
parasites ...

of EXIT?

Avoid disciplinary dead ends!

karl herweg
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Play your instrument but agree on the tunel!



Geography as a minor in the Master's degree (30 ECTS) u—

Prerequisite is a Bachelor Minor degree in Geography 60 ECTS.

Achievements Master Minor 30 ECTS:

b
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Frei wahlbar aus dem Lehrangebot der Units und dem Methodenmodul
(« Leistungseinheiten zu Anhang 1 SP Geographie»)

30E

The Master Minor forms the basis for a second subject Geography at the PH (secondary
level II) Appendix 3 Study plan Geography:

2. Subject study geography for the second subject geography, secondary level Il.

Requirements:

1.

corresponds to the Bachelor Minor Geography 60 E and the Master Minor Geography 30 E. The

requirements are set out in Annex 2.

2. PH students may also take the courses of the Earth Sciences of the Geography Bachelor's
programme in the Master's Minor Geography (cf. “Leistungseinheiten zu Anhang 1 SP Geographie").

the second subject study in geography comprises study achievements amounting to at least 90 E. It



Master's programmes Geography
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Mono Master (120 ECTS)

Geography lectures (60 E)

—  with specialization min. 15 ECTS
courses dedicated to sustainability

Master’s thesis and colloquium (60 E)

With specialization

— The research question needs to focus on sustainability

— A chapter must be included to reflect on the role of
sustainability in relationship to the issue at stake in the

thesis
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Geography lectures (60 ECTS) u

Mono Master (120 ECTS)
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Required Electives (min. 16 ECTS)

1 Seminar (5 ECTS)
at least 6 ECTS from the methods module
5 ECTS from the field module

Geography courses (min. 29 ECTS)

Climatology

Hydrology

Geomorphology

Soil science

Palaolimnology

Geocomputation and Earth Observation

Land Systems and Sustainable Land
Management (LS-SLM)

Critical Sustainability Studies

Elective courses (max. 15 ECTS)

Lectures from other study fields can be chosen

an internship of max. 15 ECTS can be credited to
the degree program

Required Electives (min.16 ECTS)

1 Seminar (5 ECTS)
at least 6 ECTS from the methods module
5 ECTS from the field module

Geography courses (min. 38 ECTS)

Climatology

Hydrology

Geomorphology

Soil science

Palaolimnology

Geocomputation and Earth Observation
Social and cultural geography
Economic Geography

Political urban research and sustainable
spatial development

Land Systems and Sustainable Land
Management (LS-SLM)

Critical Sustainability Studies

Elective courses (max. 6 ECTS)

Lectures from other study fields can be chosen

an internship of max. 6 ECTS) can be credited to
the degree program




Required Elective courses

field module & methods module g

Required Electives (at least 16 ECTS)
* 1 seminar (5 ECTS) of a unit
» At least 6 ECTS in the methods module (at least 2 courses)

« 5 ECTS in the field module

Field Research and Practice Methode Module
Module

Attend one large field course There are various courses to
(approx. 10 days). Every summer  choose from:
(end of spring semester) the units Geoprocessing
offer various field courses/major Qualitative Methods
excursions * Applied Statistics

» Theories of Sciences

« Laboratory Methods in Physical

Geography

5 ECTS At least 6 ECTS
If possible in the first summer



Crediting of external study achievements
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According to the study plan, you have the possibility to have 15
ECTS (in the Mono Master 120 ECTS) or 6 ECTS (in the
Master Major 90 ECTS) credited in the elective area.

As a rule, only Master courses can be credited.

These can be achievements at other institutes, other faculties,
other universities.

From HS23 onward also internships
You can move credits obtained at the University of Bern into the

"elective area" yourself, if not, just send an e-mail to:
studienleitung.giub@unibe.ch.

For achievements at other universities, you must submit an
official transcript of records.

For Erasmus/ISEP, other rules apply



mailto:studienleitung.giub@unibe.ch

Elective courses

Master Mono Master Major

* The internship is voluntary and there is no right to an internship

« Students look for the internship place on their own.

« The internship can be completed in a company of the administration
(federal office/canton/municipalities), in an engineering or planning
office (or similar company), in an NGO or in a university or non-
university research institution in Switzerland or abroad.

« The internship has to be supervised by a group leader (lecturers
and research group leaders according to the list of examiners).

» The candidate must find this supervisor him/herself.

» There is no entitlement to supervision, especially if the topic does
not match the expertise of the supervisor.

max. 15 ECTS (elective aera) max. 6 ECTS (elective aera)

IIIIIIIIIII



Choice of the Master's thesis topic @
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You have two options:

1. choose from lists of topics (check the websites/ask at the units/attend an info
event)

2. propose your own topic (look for a supervisor)

Do | prefer to take a subject that interests me or one with good career
opportunities?

We can't answer the question for you, of course, but we can help you decide

* Preferably both!

» An interesting research topic is essential for perseverance and an important
prerequisite for a good quality thesis and a good grade.

* Your chances on the job market increase if you know the requirements of
potential employers.




Master’s thesis project
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* Duration: max. 18 months (60 E Master Mono) or max. 12 months (30
E Master Major).

« Start: organization should start as early as possible, ideally in the
course of the 1st Master's semester (if the Master's programme is to be
completed in 4 semesters).

« Choice of topic: Information can be obtained at any time from the
website of the departments/research units and at the info events in the
beginning of each semester.

« Courses: depending on the topic, certain courses must be successfully
completed before; enquire at the research units!

»  Fieldwork: depending on the topic chosen, fieldwork lasting severalgy
months must be planned (mainly concerns 60 E thesis). e

=> good study planning is necessary!



Master's defense & final grade
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Public presentation with discussion (30 min. each)

Students organize the Master’s defense themselves; 2 examiners,
time and place and register the presentation with the Directorate of
Studies. The defense is part of the Master's thesis.

The final grade of the Master's thesis is composed of

— the grade of the written thesis (counts double)

— the grade of the Master's presentation (counts single)

You can find all the information about the Master's thesis from A - Z on
a leaflet on our website: Studies / Study programms, Forms, Leaflets

The completion of the Master's thesis is not necessarily the
completion of the degree programme



https://www.geography.unibe.ch/studies/study_programs_forms_leaflets/leaflets/index_eng.html

Mobility o
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> Erasmus
study at an European University, registration for 2024/25 in

December 2023

> |ISEP
study overseas (approx. 135 exchange agreements with the US

and more than 75 worldwide)

» Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia
Tech), Blacksburg

« United Nations University, Tokyo, Japan

> Mobility between Swiss Universities
study at an other Swiss Univeristy

https://www.geography.unibe.ch/studies/mobility/index_eng.html
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Career prospects o U
The first job after graduation
in %
0 10 20 30 40 50

Private services

Higher education

Public administration

School

Associations and organisations
Industry

Energy and water supply

Diverses*

* Diverse

- Information and Culture
- Legal

- Agriculture-Forestry

—_ - Health care

- Pedagogical, psychol. and social services

2011 w2015 m2017 w2019 m2021

Source: SDBB (Schweizerisches Dienstleistungszentrum Berufsbildung)




Perseverance
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START FINISH

Manage your strength well so that you can make it to the end!

Equal opportunities:
If you have a disabilities or chronic illnesses, you can apply for an Access
Arrangement (Nachteilsausgleich).



https://www.unibe.ch/university/portrait/self_image/equal_opportunities/topics/respectful_and_inclusive_study_and_work_environment/disability_and_chronic_illness/access_arrangements/index_eng.html
https://www.unibe.ch/university/portrait/self_image/equal_opportunities/topics/respectful_and_inclusive_study_and_work_environment/disability_and_chronic_illness/access_arrangements/index_eng.html
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Consultations

Office of the Director of Studies

Office hours Office 114:
Tue — Fri 10:00 — 11:45

(without appointment)

Impossible things are
done immediately
Miracles take a little
longer

Student advisory service
On request is witched

Sabine Rothlin
(Appointments by arrangement)

Studies + campus life

Studying made easy

Career entry + career path

Universities of Bern Counselling Centre

Career planning tips

Erlachstrasse 17
CH 3012 Bern
+41 31 635 24 35

Psyche + well-being

Qur services are free of charge + confidential
Techniques for learning + working

Counselling, workshops and bo b L e &
library ' ST % e Strategies for study + job

Staying motivated and cheerful


https://beratungsstelle.bernerhochschulen.ch/de/
https://www.bst.bkd.be.ch/en/start.html

Questions?
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Additional information for new Bernese will follow



Important platforms of the University of Bern

NNNNNNNNNNN

CTS = Core Teaching System (KSL = Kern System Lehre)

> Course catalogue, registration, deregistration, grades, student
administration, etc.

> Publicarea http:/lwww.ksl-vv.unibe.ch
> Loggedin http://www.ksl.unibe.ch

ILIAS

> Web-based learning platform (e.g. upload of teaching material),
no official site



http://www.ksl-vv.unibe.ch/
http://www.ksl.unibe.ch/

How do | organise my Master's?

Here are the most important documents that can help you with your planning:
Study Plan Geography (Read the Study Plan Geography).

Appendix 1 of the study plan and the units of achievement (Leistungseinheiten Geographie)
to the study plan.

>
>

>

Read the leaflets on our website!

(3) Lehrangebot Geographie Masterstudium
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Registration at CTS (KSL)

Please watch the support video at CTS
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« Courses (LV): Register as soon as possible so that you can be reached via
email and have access to ILIAS. Deadlines: HS: 15 October, FS: 15 March
(for courses without participant restriction)

* Note the deadlines in the KSL for courses with limited participants

« Examinations (LK): You must be registered for the LK in order to be
admitted to the examination. At the GIUB you must always attend the 1st

appointment.

* Please note the registration and deregistration deadlines in the KSL,

always click on the detailed view!
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Courses with limited participants...

... are marked in the overview of performance units and in the timetables:

| —
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Courses with limited participants

The dates for pre-registration are:

« for courses fall semester: week 33 and 34 (definitive allocation at the end of week
36)

» for courses spring semester: week 2 and 3 (definitive allocation at the end of week 5)

+ there is NO "first come - first serve®.

The lecturers will announce the definitive allocation; any automated
confirmations from KSL are not binding.

» Please consider registrations as binding; it is a matter of fairness towards your
fellow students to participate if a place is guaranteed.
Attendance is compulsory for all courses with limited participants!

Read the leaflets “Anmeldung zu Kursen" and “Priifungen am
GIUB", which you can find on our website.


https://www.geography.unibe.ch/studium/studienprogramme_formulare_merkblaetter/merkblaetter/index_ger.html

Examinations
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Each course must be assessed (written or oral examination, written
paper, exercises, presentation, etc.) Without assessment, no ECTS
credits can be awarded!

The 1st assessment date must always be attended (justified
exceptions only upon request to the head of studies before the LK
date).

Keep the examination weeks free (calendar weeks 7 / 23 |/ 37)

Each unsatisfactory performance assessment can be repeated once
(= 2nd date). The 2nd attempt always counts!

Check approx. 3 weeks before the examination dates whether you
are correctly registered to all LKs!

otk X 4 g




Official requests...
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... €.9., extension of the studies duration

- Official requests always in written form (on paper or as pdf per
email)

- Request templates are available on the website

- Carefully check who the correct recipient is:
» Directory of studies: Studienleitung Geographie, Hallerstrasse 12, 3012 Bern
 Dean’s office: Dekanat Phil.-nat., Sidlerstrasse 5, 3012 Bern
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